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Hello GSDCWA,  
  
Our next GSDCWA General Membership meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, July 13th, and will be a 
conference call format.  Call-in information will be 
sent to the general membership. 
 
Sherie O'Neill 
GSDCWA Secretary & Lola's Pet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Check out the club's  
Facebook page: 

 
https://www.facebook.com/sandiegowhippets?re
f=br_tf#!/sandiegowhippets 
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GGSSDDWWAA  BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

Position Member Phone Email 

 
President 

Rich Bergman (619) 443-2711 fotok9s@yahoo.com 

Vice President Jo Rufing (619) 755-7330 jorufing@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer Norm Rufing (619)742-5273 
 

normandjo@cox.net 

Secretary Sherie O' Neill (858) 484-2550 soneill@san.rr.com 
 

Program Chair     

Rescue/ Breeder 
Referral 

Jo Rufing (619)755-7330 jorufing@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor 
 

Christine DeClerk (760) 815-1150 CDStablesinc@aol.com 

Member-at-Large 
 

Henry Heil (619) 445-1777 
Cell (619)850-4453 

Henry@maverickranch.net 

 
Member-at-Large Debbey Bartos (858) 569-5261 debbey@mac.com 

Member-at-Large 
 

Leslie Smith (619) 994-7574 lessmith@cox.net 

Member-at-Large 
 

Deanna Jaffe 
 

 Deana@sandiegocomputer.com  

Member-at-Large Sue Vernon  summitwhippets@gmail.com  
Board Member 
Emeritus 

Betty Wolkonsky (619) 895-6983 
 

 

Race Practice 
Coordinators 

Jo & Norm Rufing (619)755-7330 jorufing@yahoo.com 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/GSDWA/2014Newsleters/July2014/fotok9s@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/GSDWA/Newsletters/2016/April%202016/jorufing@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/GSDWA/2014Newsleters/July2014/normandjo@cox.net
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/GSDWA/2014Newsleters/Jan2014/soneill@san.rr.com
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/GSDWA/2013Newsletters/Mar2013/jorufing@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/GSDWA/CDStablesinc@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/GSDWA/2015%20Newsletters/January%202015/Henry@maverickranch.net
mailto:debbey@mac.com
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/GSDWA/2013Newsletters/Dec2013/lessmith@cox.net
mailto:Deana@sandiegocomputer.com
mailto:summitwhippets@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/GSDWA/2013Newsletters/Mar2013/jorufing@yahoo.com
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Race Practice 
 

 

 

THE NEXT RACE PRACTICE WILL BE HELD ON July 24th,  
8:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 

 at Kearney Mesa Park 
 and Recreation Center,  
3170 Armstrong Street,  

San Diego, CA 92111.  

  

Directions and information can be found on the website, 
http://www.sandiegowhippets.com./ 

 
We had several adorable puppies at this practice, and a great time was had by humans and 
canines alike!  Thanks and Barks, as always,  to Norm and Jo Rufing for so effortlessly running 
the practice.  Hope to see everyone and their beautiful dogs at our next Race Practice on 
April 24th. 
 

Regards, 
Sherie O'Neill 

GSDCWA Secretary & Lola's pet 
 

 

 

Future Dates: 

 

August 28 

September 25 

October 23 
 

 

http://www.sandiegowhippets.com./
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Introducing… 

 

 

 

 

Brix!    

My new partner & fifth whippet I’ve owned so far...  Brix is 

definitely the most outgoing, which he may have learned by 

hanging out with our retrievers.  He’s also got a terrific 

retrieve ;-) 

He’s got some large paw prints to fill, but lucky for him, I’ve 

learned a ton about dog training since my first whippet 

Hamilton.  We’ll be starting in the conformation ring in a few 

months, and of course puppy agility and obedience.  Brix is 

out of Kristy Kenyon’s Rita by Sue Vernon’s Kobe. 

~ Christine    

P.S.  In case you were wondering, Brix is a wine term, the 

measure of a grape’s sugar content. 
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A Whippet Celebrity Amongst Us! 
 

Little did I know when I went to see Ricki Douglas perform in her 
one Woman show, “Meet the Medranos," there would be 
another actress in the play who would just about steal the show! 
 
We were captivated with Ricki’s performance as she told the 
story through song and dance of her search for her biological 
father…suddenly another star was born as Ricki’s Whippet, 
Sophie joined Ricki on stage with a perfect performance!   
 
Thanks to our Whippet Club, I first met Sophie and Ricki at our 
Whippet Club’s Picnic. Ricki makes her living as professional 
Pet (and Human) Photographer and last year took on the 
challenge of capturing my Whippet, Russian Wolfhound, and 
Deerhound Mix in a group picture for our Christmas card! 
 
Below Sophie makes her debut acting as one Ricki’s childhood 
dogs! 
 
~ Gayle 
Eisenberg 
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Greater San Diego County Whippet Association 

General Membership Meeting 

June 15, 2016 

Conference Call Format 

The General Membership Meeting of the GSDCWA was called to order at 7:14pm by Vice President Jo Rufing. 

Roll Call Board of Directors: 

Board Members Present:  Debbey Bartos, Norm Rufing, Jo Rufing, Sherie O'Neill, Leslie Smith, Henry Heil, Rich 

Bergman, Sue Vernon 

Board Members Absent:  Deana Jaffe 

Members in Attendance:  Pam Magette 

Guests: None 

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes from the May 2016 meeting were approved with no corrections. 

Treasurer’s Report:   Norm Rufing reported that current funds are the same $$ as last month, and he will 

prepare an official report for next month’s meeting. 

COMMITTEES: 

Membership:  Paul and Denise Roberts are new members. 

Rescue:  Jo Rufing reported that there were three dogs in Los Angeles that were recently placed in Rescue.  A 5-

year-old male has been placed.  The second dog was reclaimed by the owners, and the third dog was returned to 

the breeder.  Success!  Leslie Smith had a rescue puppy briefly, but he was placed.  Jo Rufing asked that any 

rescue information come to her immediately so that the appropriate people (i.e. breeders) are notified.  Jo 

Rufing reports all Rescue animals to Shelley Juden, as our contact for WRAP. 

Website/Newsletter/Facebook:  Leslie Smith reported that Hunter Smith did some research on the website 

hosting. Rich Bergman will discuss Hunter’s findings with him and will report back to the group at the next 

meeting.  Pam Magette may have another option for the website; she will discuss with Rich Bergman. 

Correspondence:  None. 

Hospitality:  Sue Vernon thanked the group for her condolence card regarding her puppy. 
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Programs:  Debbey Bartos talked about our annual August Fun Day.  She suggested that Deana Jaffe might host 

this event at her home, as Mission Bay is becoming more difficult.  Jo Rufing suggested that a weekend event 

rather than a weekday might garner more attendance. ACTION ITEM:  Jo Rufing will still reach out to Dr. Mesa as a 

possible speaker on canine acupuncture and holistic treatments. 

Specialty:  Pam Magette reported on the upcoming Specialty for 2017.  Michael Dougherty is confirmed as our 

judge for the Specialty, and Patrick Guilfoyle will be judging Sweepstakes.  Scott Mazer will be our new Trophy 

Chair.  There will be a nice addition of a “Veterans Sweepstakes”!  Kim Tucker has volunteered to act as a ring 

steward, and we hope to have Rich Bergman as photographer.  Debbey Bartos will lead the decorations 

committee.  The theme is “Retro Palm Springs” with tiki & flamingo mid-century decorations.  Pam had the idea to 

dress in fun, beatnik colors.  Pam and Debbey plan to get Kim Otero involved to add her creative thoughts.  They 

will also ask Patti Mix.  Jo Rufing suggested that they talk to Deana Jaffe about a Raffle.  Several members have 

“stuff” to supply for raffle items.  The group discussed the feasibility of obtaining a paypal account to accept 

donations.  Pam requested that the members be asked to submit names for the 2018 judges. 

Race Events:  There will be no Race Practice this month.  Jo and Norm will stop by the practice site this weekend 

just in case someone missed the cancellation notice.  The next Race Practice is scheduled for July 24th.  Jo Rufing 

asked that someone be there to help unload the very heavy equipment. 

Miscellaneous:  None. 

AWC National:  Leslie Smith reported that all of the finances pertaining to the 2016 AWC National have been 

assessed and completed. 

Old Business: ACTION ITEM:  Jo Rufing will ask Patti Mix and Debbey Bartos to make reservations at the Fish 

Market for our annual Christmas Party.  Henry Heil hopes to increase attendance!  We still need a Program Chair. 

New Business:   ACTION ITEM:  Jo Rufing will ask for a Club Officers Nominations Committee to be formed at the 

August meeting. Nominations will be presented at the September meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm. 

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Sherie O'Neill/GSDCWA Secretary & Lola’s Pet 

 

Our next GSDCWA General Membership meeting is scheduled for July 13th as a conference call.   Please contact 

Sherie O'Neill with any questions regarding this meeting at seoneill5@gmail.com or (858) 344-3284.  The dial-in 

info below:  
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Health & Rescue 
 Rescue:  We haven't gotten any Whippets in San Diego for a while, but 

Whippet Rescue and Placement (WRAP) has been getting some in the Los 

Angeles area.  For more information contact Shellie Juden at 
elidaswhip@aol.com.  As we aren't taking any Whippets into our home at this 

time Shellie is your best contact for any rescue questions. 
 

Jo and Norm Rufing 

Whippet Rescue and Placement Volunteers  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Genes identified in Canine Lymphoma 

 

Canine lymphoma is one of the most common cancers in dogs, according to the 

American Kennel Club (AKC) Canine Health Foundation. And three breeds are more 

predisposed to it than others: boxers, cocker spaniels, and retrievers. 

 

Researchers from eight U.S. and international institutions of veterinary and human 

medicine studied the somatic mutations in B- and T-cell lymphomas from these 

breeds by exome sequencing of tumor. Their results were published Sept. 16 

in Genome Research. “Working with the tumor DNA of golden retrievers, cocker 

spaniels, and boxers, we have identified genes with known involvement in human 

lymphoma and other cancers as well as novel genes that could help in the discovery 

of much-needed new treatment options for cancer,” said Jessica Alfoldi, PhD, 

research scientist at Broad Institute of Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 

and Harvard, and senior author. 

 

The results are beneficial not only to humans but also  their canine companions who 

share the disease. 

http://www.aaha.org/blog/NewStat/post/2015/09/28/757037/Genes-identified-in-

canine-lymphoma.aspx 

mailto:elidaswhip@aol.com
http://www.aaha.org/blog/NewStat/post/2015/09/28/757037/Genes-identified-in-canine-lymphoma.aspx
http://www.aaha.org/blog/NewStat/post/2015/09/28/757037/Genes-identified-in-canine-lymphoma.aspx
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Member Web Sites 

 Best Friend's Pet Sitting Service  New Phone Number!  760-712-5153 

 Handmade Collars & Accessories by Debbey Bartos                                                                                            
New website!  http://whippetgoods.com/dogwear/COLLAR_GALLERY.html 

 Jerry A's Photography  (760) 846-0610  iaceyou1729@gmail.com 

 Kamio Whippets 

 Maverick Ranch 

 Mischief Whippets 

 Nysa Hill Dog Resort - Conditioning, Training, Hydrotherapy & Massage 

 Oxford Whippets 

 Tangens Whippets 
 Prince's Pawtique " Special things for Dogs and their Humans"  Custom Embroidery & more!                 

Judith Cooper 619.742.4885  New website! princespawtique.com 

 

Links 

 Animal Behavior and how to cope with it: www.animalalliances.com 

 Canine Physical Therapy: www.cuttingedgek9.com 

 Dog Parks Throughout the Country: www.thedogpark.com/html/parksearch.html 

 EWhippetZine: http://www.ewhippetzine.com/ 

 Fancy Nancy's: http://www.fancynancys.com 

 How to Keep Your Dog Cool: http://clubs.akc.org/saints/Archives/cool_list.pdf 

 K9 Neckwear: www.olive-drab.com/k9neckwear/ 

 Karlie Bug's K9 Kollars: www.karliebugskloset.com 

 Little Wolf Doggy Day Spa & Resort: http://www.4dogfun.com 

 Pamper Your Pet: www.pamperyourpetsandiego.com 

 Pet CPR Information: members.aol.com/henryhbk/acpr.html 

 Pet Hotel & Campground Info: www.petswelcome.com  

 Pet sitters by zip code: http://www.petsittingreferralservice.com/PetSitters.html#92101-92120 

 Pet Travel Information: www.interpetexplorer.com 

 Racing Information: skeldridge.home.comcast.net/oberon/racing.html 

 Traveling with your Pet? www.TakeYourPet.com 

 Wheelhouse Designs: www.wheelhousedesigns.com 

 WhippetView: www.whippetview.com/ 

 

 

http://www.sandiegowhippets.com/newsletter/images/BestFriendsPetSittingService.jpg
http://gallery.me.com/debbey#100016
http://whippetgoods.com/dogwear/COLLAR_GALLERY.html
mailto:iaceyou1729@gmail.com
http://www.kamiowhippets.com/
http://maverickranch.net/
http://mischiefwhippets.com/
http://www.nysahill.net/
http://www.oxfordwhippets.com/
http://www.tangenshounds.com/
http://princespawtique.com/
http://www.animalalliances.com/
http://www.cuttingedgek9.com/
http://www.thedogpark.com/html/parksearch.html
http://www.ewhippetzine.com/
http://www.fancynancys.com/
http://clubs.akc.org/saints/Archives/cool_list.pdf
http://www.olive-drab.com/k9neckwear/
http://www.karliebugskloset.com/
http://www.4dogfun.com/
http://www.pamperyourpetsandiego.com/
http://members.aol.com/henryhbk/acpr.html
http://www.petswelcome.com/
http://www.petsittingreferralservice.com/PetSitters.html#92101-92120
http://www.interpetexplorer.com/
http://skeldridge.home.comcast.net/oberon/racing.html
http://www.wheelhousedesigns.com/
http://www.whippetview.com/index.html
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Veterinary Recommendations 

If you have a great vet, please share! 

 Dr. Han, Sunnymead Animal Hospital 
(951) 242-3118 
Moreno Valley, CA 
Dr. Han came highly recommended to me by Shellie Juden of Elidas Whippets and I was not disappointed!  
He is so kind and compassionate; the whippets love him and his style is perfect, he gets right down on the 
floor with them.  I've had many experiences with Dr. Han and they have all been great, from a general senior 
check up to removing a small mass to a spay.  Their rates are very reasonable. Dr. Han has been incredible 
with my senior boys, I really appreciate him. ~  Christine DeClerk 
 

 PetDoc2U - serving North San Diego County 
Dr. Sue Spray, D.M.V., DACLAM 
(760) 753-9999 
www.petdoc2u.com 
Your whippet can be treated in their own home by Dr. Spray.  She comes to your home and treats kindly and 
gently. She has all kinds of cool, portable equipment, including an x-ray machine that looks like something 
from Star Trek which she used to take an x-ray of our dog's foot as he rested on his bed in the living room. 
Our cat had blood drawn which was analyzed immediately and she went over all the results and explained 
them to us. We were very pleased with Dr. Spray's thoroughness and would definitely recommend her, 
especially for nervous pets or multi-pet homes. Her prices are competitive too.  ~ Carla de Mos 
 

 American Dog Rehab 
Danielle Robbins, M.S., P.T. 
Certified Canine Rehabilitation Specialist  
10441 Roselle St., Ste. D  
San Diego, CA 92121  
www.AmericanDogRehab.com                                                                                                                               
Danielle is the best! Knowledgeable, caring and great with whippets! In the past, I had some problems 
keeping one of my whippets sound in higher level agility, she spent an hour and a half going over every inch 
of him to find and treat his problem(s) and gave us several exercises to help with his conditioning. Whenever 
we visit Danielle, we see many top level agility and obedience friends and competitors who also want to keep 
their dogs in the best of health. 

o Did you know there is a Animal Ambulance in San Diego County!? 
San Diego's companion animals can now get life-saving services usually reserved for people. Animal 
Ambulance has arrived in San Diego County to help transport pets in need of critical medical support. When a 
pet needs oxygen, fluids and first aid, Animal Ambulance can be counted on to provide these services, and 
transport an injured or ill pet to a veterinarian. Animal Ambulance can easily transport pets that are non-
ambulatory, severely injured or in respiratory distress directly and safely to the hospital. They also offer home 
euthanasia services.  Pet owners or Vets can call and book appointments, and the Ambulance service is also 
available for emergencies 24 hours a day! Disabled pet owners, those who own or work with service dogs, 
military personnel and senior citizens always receive a discount.  To learn more, log onto 
www.MyPet2Vet.com or call 760-738-6156. Information provided from San Diego Pets magazine 

 Companion Petcare Professionals 
Dr. Nancy Bushnell 
222 N Coast Highway 101,  
Encinitas, CA 92024 
760-942-1220 

o For 20+ years Dr. Bushnell has taken care of my dogs and cats, breeding animals as well as pets. 
She has eyes like a hawk and memory like an elephant and remembers the details of all my animals 
better than I do. She leaves no stone unturned, and if she is not absolutely sure, she will call all the 
experts. I always leave her clinic having learned a lot myself and with the best treatment and 
decisions for the animals. – Eva Engvall, Tangens Whippets 

http://www.petdoc2u.com/
http://www.americandogrehab.com/
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 Country Pet Clinic 
Chamkaur S. Brar, D.V.M. 
2525 Alpine Boulevard 
Alpine, CA 91901  
Phone: (619) 445-9815 On call 24hours 

o Rachel and I have been taking our dogs to Dr. Brar since 1998 when we moved to the Alpine area and 
have been most satisfied with his care and concern. His home is adjacent to the clinic and he has 
made himself available day and night. He has a very caring staff that we have grown to consider as 
friends. He treats a number of whippets in addition to our “posse” plus other sight hounds in the area. 
We feel that you will receive the type of care that you desire for your animals. -- Henry and Rachel  

 Governor Animal Clinic 
Dr. Kirk Feinberg 
3240 Governor Drive 
San Diego CA 92122 
Phone: (858) 453-6312 
http://www.governoranimalclinic.com/ 

o In over 20 years of owning dogs, Dr. Feinberg is by far the best vet we have encountered. A graduate 
of UC Davis, he uses both western medicine and naturopathic remedies to treat his animal patients. He 
has spayed both of our girls and is very aware of the special anesthesia requirements for whippets as 
well as all of the other aspects of the breed. He has been a guest speaker at one of our whippet club 
meetings on the topic of over vaccination and titer testing and he is always on top of the latest 
techniques and treatments. In addition, he has the greatest bedside manner. He's gentle and caring 
with our dogs and we never feel rushed or leave with unanswered questions. Governor Animal Clinic is 
a full service clinic, the office staff is great, and there's even a painting of whippets on one of the walls 
when you walk in. There are 3 other vets in the office, but if you want the best care for your whips... 
ask for Dr. Feinberg. -- Wayne and Debbey Bartos 

 Harmony Animal Hospital 
Dr Candy Lewis 
3994 Park Blvd (SW corner of Park & Lincoln) 
San Diego, CA 92103 
(619) 293-7600 

o Just want to add my 2¢ about Dr. Lewis & Harmony Animal Hosp. Dazzle gashed open her wrist at 
Fiesta Island. Our regular vet, Dr. Feinberg was not in so we took Brooke's recommendation and tried 
Harmony Animal Hosp. What a pleasant surprise. There was a greyhound in the waiting room which 
made Dazzle feel right at home. Dr. Lewis knew what she was doing and treated Dazzle so sweetly. 
They had to put her to sleep in order to clean the wound and close it, but thankfully no bones were 
broken, just a real deep tear down to the joint capsule. I really liked Dr. Lewis, she's very down to earth 
and to the point and definitely knows sighthounds. The cost didn't kill us either like it would have at the 
ER. It was a good experience and I'm glad to have a wonderful back-up now. -- Debbey Bartos 

o Dr Lewis has been fantastic through Cat's recovery. She's also the vet for the Greyhound rescue of SD 
so is very familiar with treating sight hounds. -- Brooke Carlson 

 Sunset Cliff Animal Hospital 
4741 Point Loma Ave 
San Diego, CA 92107 
Phone: (619) 224-0773  
http://www.sunsetcliffsanimalhospital.com/ 

o "Our vet we had used for years sold his business and we wanted someone close to our house. I had 
heard lots of good things about them and scheduled appointments with a few vets and we were happy 
with them right off the bat. They are a husband wife team, Dr. Christy Berg who grew up in Bonita and 
her husband Dr. Edwardo Acosta, who grew up in Puerto Rico. They are a very special team that 
knows sighthounds and make you feel like you have the BEST dogs in the world. They are also 
sensitive to the rips and tears we get from running our many dogs at Fiesta Island and always manage 
to fit them in spur of the moment. Did it help that we told them we would make their house payment for 
them when we first met them? Who knows, at any rate, they take very good care of our dogs. When we 
had our last litter (C-section I might add), Dr. Berg was wonderful about coming to our house to check 
on them and give them their shots. They are also very in tune with behavioral issues, which we do 
have as a pack. We are very comfortable recommending them to any other whippet owners." -- Sonny 
and Barbara Wakefield; Sonara Whippets 

 

http://www.governoranimalclinic.com/
http://www.sunsetcliffsanimalhospital.com/

