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2017 Race Practice Dates: 
 

April 23 
May 21 
June 18 
July 23 

August 27 
September 24 

October 22 
 

8:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 
at Kearney Mesa Park 
and Recreation Center, 
3170 Armstrong Street, 
San Diego, CA 92111 

 

Directions and information 
can be found on the website, 

http://www.sandiegowhippets.com./ 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Check out the club's  
Facebook page: 

 
https://www.facebook.com/sandiegowhippets?ref=br_tf#!/sandiegowhippets 
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22001177  GGSSDDWWAA  BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

Position Member Phone Email 

 
President 

Rich Bergman (619) 443-2711 fotok9s@yahoo.com 

Vice President Jo Rufing (619) 755-7330 jorufing@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer Norm Rufing (619)742-5273 
 

normandjo@cox.net 

Secretary Sherie O' Neill (858) 344-3284 seoneill5@gmail.com 
 

Program Chair  Debbey Bartos (858) 569-5261 debbey@mac.com  

Rescue/ Breeder Referral Jo Rufing (619)755-7330 jorufing@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor 
 

Christine DeClerk (760) 815-1150 CDStablesinc@aol.com  

Member-at-Large 
 

Henry Heil (619) 445-1777 Henry@maverickranch.net 

 
Member-at-Large Debbey Bartos (858) 569-5261 debbey@mac.com  

Member-at-Large 
 

Leslie Smith (619) 444-4623 lessmith@cox.net 

Member-at-Large 
 

Deanna Jaffe 
 

(858) 245-3843 Deana@sandiegocomputer.com  

Member-at-Large Hunter Smith (619) 444-4623 hunterdsmith@cox.net 
Board Member Emeritus Betty Wolkonsky (619) 895-6983 

 
 

Race Practice Coordinators Jo & Norm Rufing (619)755-7330 jorufing@yahoo.com 
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Baby “A.J.”, Oxford’s 
Roman Holiday (GCH 
Windborn At Your Service 
X CH Oxford Rowingdale 
Tell Me Why), made her 
debut at the Kennel Club of 
Beverly Hills in the fun and 
oh-so-cute 4-6 month 
puppy competition, 
winning the Puppy Hound 
Group on March 4th.   
  
“Olivia”, Oxford’s 
Remember To Smile (CH 
Nordic Sea Von Mullewapp 
At Starline X GCH Oxford 
Princeton I Don’t Want To 
Miss A Thing) has some 
bragging to do, too.  She 
was awarded WB/BOW on 
March 5th at the Kennel 
Club of Beverly Hills and 
WB on March 19th at Del 
Sur Kennel Club.   
  
And “Chase”, Oxford’s 
Chase The Wind (CH 
Nordic Sea Von Mullewapp 
At Starline X GCH Oxford 
Princeton I Don’t Want To 
Miss A Thing) couldn’t let 
the girls have all the fun.  
Chase was awarded 
WD/BOW on March 19th at 
Del Sur Kennel Club.   
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Our first race practice of 

the year! 
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The red brindle is Dragon (whippet). The black and white dog is Seek (bc x staffy 

mix). Photos on this page by: Stephanie Doerr. 
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Health 
 

Why keeping a dog’s nails short and sweet should be a top 
priority for all dog owners. 

By Denise Flaim  

Let’s get this out of the way first: Nobody, it seems, likes to “do” dog nails. Not you, not the dog, nor anyone else 

who may be called upon to take on nail-clipping for you (such as a technician at your local veterinary hospital or 

even a professional groomer). But for the health of your dog, it must be done, and should be done frequently 

enough to keep your dog’s nails short. 

This isn’t an article about how to make nail cutting a more pleasant experience for you and your dog; this 

magazine has run plenty of those (see list at right). Don’t be tempted to skip that step: You should read up on 

positive reinforcement and desensitization techniques before you even think about snipping; of course your dog 

should be comfortable with having his feet touched and manipulated before you attempt any type of nail 

trimming. If he is not – and especially if he shows signs of serious distress or aggression – consult a qualified dog 

behavior specialist to help you modify this behavior. Better safe than sorry. 

No, this article is what you’ll need to know before you have appropriately and positively introduced your dog to 

the nail-cutting experience. I hope to convince you to commit to a regular nail-maintenance program for your 

dog. 

Long hair on a dog’s feet can hide a really painful situation with too-long nails. Keep your dog’s hairy feet clipped, 

or check the length of her nails weekly. 

Why Dogs Need Their Nails Trimmed 
When dogs spend a good deal of time outdoors, running on various hard surfaces,1 including concrete and 

blacktop, their nails are gradually worn down, and they have less of a need for formal nail-grooming sessions. But 

today, with many suburban and urban dogs increasingly confined indoors when their owners are at work, and 

running mostly on soft surfaces such as lawns when they are outdoors, this welcome friction is often absent in 

their daily lives. 

Long, unkempt nails not only look unattractive, but over time they can do serious damage to your dog (not to 

mention your floors). When nails are so long that they constantly touch the ground, they exert force back into the 

nail bed, creating pain for the dog (imagine wearing a too-tight shoe) and pressure on the toe joint. Long term, 

this can actually realign the joints of the foreleg and make the foot looked flattened and splayed. 

Again, this isn’t just an aesthetic problem, it’s a functional one: Compromising your dog’s weight distribution and 

natural alignment can leave her more susceptible to injuries, and make walking and running difficult and painful. 

This is especially important in older dogs, whose posture can be dramatically improved by cutting back neglected 

nails. 
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It’s much easier to trim white nails nice and short, since you can see the pink, sensitive tissue inside the 

nail, and stop short of cutting into this and causing it to bleed. 

In extreme cases, overgrown nails can curve and grow into the pad of the foot. But even if they are not that 

out of control, long nails can get torn or split, which is very painful and, depending on severity, may need 

to be treated by a veterinarian. 

And in the end, unattended nails create a vicious cycle: Because the extra-long nails make any contact with 

his paws painful for the dog, he avoids having them touched, which leads to unpleasant nail-cutting 

sessions, which makes both human and dog avoid them, which leads to longer intervals between trims, 

which leads to more pain … 

The Basics of Clipping Dog Nails  

So what’s the goal? What’s the “right” length? While some breeds (most notably the Doberman Pinscher) are 

often shown with nails so short they can barely be seen, the most commonly accepted rule of thumb is that 

when a dog is standing, the nails should not make contact with the ground. If you can hear your dog 

coming, her nails are too long. 

The nails of mammals are made of a tough protein called keratin. Technically, dogs have claws, not nails, 

though we’ll use the latter term in its colloquial sense for this article. (The distinction is that nails are flat 

and do not come to a point. And if your nail is thick enough and can bear weight, it’s called a hoof.) 

Dog’s nails differ from ours in that they consist of two layers. Like us, they have the unguis, a hard, outer 

covering in which the keratin fibers run perpendicular to the direction in which the nail grows. But unlike 

us, under their unguis, dogs have the subunguis, which is softer and flaky, with a grain that is parallel to 

the direction of growth. The faster growth of the unguis is what gives the dog’s nail its characteristic curl. 

Plier-type clippers need to be sharpened occasionally to be effective. Replacing the cutting blade on 

guillotine style clippers (right) is easy, but operating this tool is daunting for some people. 

In addition to one nail at the end of each of the four toes usually found on each foot, many dogs also have 

a fifth nail, called a dewclaw, on the inside of the leg, below the wrist. Some dogs are born with dewclaws 

in the front only; others are born with dewclaws on every leg. There’s a great deal of debate about whether 

these should be surgically removed; some breeders do this a few days after birth because they believe that 

the dewclaws are vestigial, and are likely to rip or tear if they are not removed. (Many shelters also do this 

surgery on dogs at the same time they do spay/neuter surgery.) 
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Proponents of dewclaws argue that dewclaws are not vestigial, but indeed used to grip objects such as bones, 

and to provide important traction when a galloping dog needs to change direction. (Poke around Youtube and 

you can find videos of Sighthound lure coursing; they actually lay their entire forearms perpendicular to the 

ground when redirecting their momentum.) Even the floppy double-dewclaws of breeds like the Great Pyrenees 

are said to have some purpose (traction or a “snowshoe” effect in the snow). 

One thing is certain: If a dog has dewclaws, they need to be trimmed – perhaps even more often than nails that 

routinely touch the ground. Because the dewclaws rarely touch the ground and so aren’t worn down, they tend 

to be pointier than the other nails. But perhaps because dewclaws are so loosely attached to the forelimb, many 

dogs object to trimming them much less. 

The Canine Toenail Quick 

There’s a reason why the phrase “cut to the quick” means to deeply wound or distress: Running through the 

nail is a nerve and vein called the “quick.” Nicking or cutting this sensitive band of tissue is very painful for the 

dog – and messy for the owner, as blood often continues oozing from the cut nail for what seems like an 

eternity. (Keeping a stypic-powder product, such as Kwik-Stop, on hand can help promote clotting and shorten 

the misery. Or, in a pinch, try flour.) 

Shortening the nail without “quicking” the dog is easier said than done – unless your dog has white or light-

colored nails, in which case, you’re in luck: The quick will be visible from the side, as a sort of pink-colored 

shadow within the nail. Avoid going near it. If you trim the nail with a clipper or scissors, trim a bit off the end 

of the nail, and notice the color at the end of the nail (in cross section). As soon as the center of the nail starts 

to appear pink, stop. 

You can’t see the quick in a black or dark-colored nail. With these nails, you have to be even more conservative 

about how much nail you trim off. After making each cut, look at the cross-section of the nail. If you see a 

black spot in the center – sort of like the center of a marrow bone – stop cutting. It’s likely your next slice will 

hit the quick. 

The longer a dog’s nails are allowed to grow, the longer the quick will become, to the point that taking even a 

very small bit of nail off the end “quicks” the dog. Then the goal becomes a matter of snipping or grinding the 

nails to get as close as possible to the quick, without actually cutting it. This is perhaps easiest to accomplish 

with a grinding tool (such as a Dremel), though it can be done with clippers, too, with practice. By grinding 

away the nail all around the quick – above it, below it, and on both sides – the quick has no support or 

protection, and within days it will begin to visibly recede, drawing back toward the toe. 

If a dog’s feet have been neglected for months (or, horrors, years) at a time, it might take months to shorten 

those nails to a healthy, pain-free length. But if you keep at this regularly, it should get easier for the dog to 

exercise. And the more he moves, the more his nails will come into contact with the ground in a way that will 

help wear the nails down and help the quicks to recede. 

Helpful Trimming Tools 

Nail clippers use blades to remove the tip of the nail. There are a couple of different styles to choose from, but 

no matter what type is used, their effectiveness is dependent on the blades being sharp and clean. 
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Guillotine trimmers have a hole at the end, through which the dog’s nail is inserted; then, as the handles of the tool 

are squeezed together, an internal blade lops off the end of the nail in a fashion reminiscent of the execution 

device for which the trimmer is named. 

Some people find it easier to chop through thick nails with these clippers, but others find it difficult to thread each 

nail through the hole at precisely the right distance from the end of the nail, especially when the dog is wiggling or 

uncooperative. On the plus side, though, it’s fast and easy to replace the blade in guillotine-style clippers – in fact, 

most guillotine clippers are sold with replacement blades, which encourages an owner to swap out the blade as 

soon as the tool loses any effectiveness. 

Scissor- and plier-style trimmers are arguably easier to use, but need to be sharpened from time to time – and who 

knows how to do this, or where this service can be obtained these days? Many people find themselves discarding 

and replacing these tools as needed, instead. 

The Dremel 7300 and Dremel 7300-PT (bottom): We’re pretty sure the pawprint on the case is the only difference. 

Grinders are relatively new to the world of canine manicures. So many owners discovered how easy it was to use 

that old hardware standby, the Dremel tool, that you’ll sometimes hear that brand name used as a verb, as in “I 

Dremel my dog’s nails.” Soon enough, pet-specific rotary grinders found their way to market – and now Dremel 

makes a pet-specific grinder, too. 

Regardless of the type of grinder you buy, make sure it is appropriate for your dog. Some cordless models might be 

perfectly adequate for a Papillon, but simply may not have enough oomph for trimming the thick, hard nails of a 

larger breed like a German Shepherd. 

Though Dremels and other grinders come with several different attachments, most owners opt for the sandpaper 

barrel. Change the sandpaper sleeve whenever you see it’s becoming worn. 

Be sure to acclimate your dog to the sound of the grinder, and then slowly introduce the tool, so that your dog is 

accustomed to the grinding sensation on his nails. Don’t keep the rotary tool stationery on one area of the nail, as 

the heat it generates can be painful for the dog. 

Be aware of dangling hair – both yours and your dog’s – and take care not to have it get entwined in the tool’s 

spinning drum. To protect your eyes, wear safety glasses. And because nail grinders can generate a good deal of 

nail dust, a disposable surgical face mask is a sensible idea as well. 

Nail Maintenence Routines are Crucial 

If this sounds like a lot of work, it is – at least initially, until you and your dog develop a nail-maintenance routine. 

And “maintenance” really is the name of the game; it’s far easier for you (and less painful for your dog) to maintain 

his short nails than to shorten nails that have gotten long, with the inevitable corresponding long quicks. 

If your dog’s nails have gotten too long, or you adopted a dog whose nails were too long, you need to really 

commit to frequent trimming to restore his foot health and comfort. Three to four days is probably the minimum 

amount of time that’s advisable between salon treatments that are intended to encourage the quicks to recede. 

Once a week is ideal if you want to gradually shorten your dog’s nails and eliminate all that clickety-clacking on 

your wood floors. And, depending on the rate at which your dog’s nails grow (and what sort of surface he exercises 

on) once or twice a month is a reasonable goal to maintain the nails at a healthy length. 
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No matter what frequency you choose, make a commitment. Earmark a specific day of the week or month for your 

grooming sessions, and stick with it. You’ll have a better chance of remembering to do your dog’s nails on a regular 

basis if you get into a routine. 

It may also be helpful to dedicate a location in your home for doing your dog’s nails – somewhere comfortable for 

you and your dog and with a good light source. Make sure you have everything you need at hand before you begin: 

clippers, styptic powder and some tissue or a small clean towel or washcloth (in case you accidentally quick the 

dog), eyeglasses for you (if you need them to see well up close), and lots of small, high-value treats to keep the 

experience rewarding for your dog. 

It’s also smart to have a leash on your dog, even if he’s usually fine with having his nails clipped; many dogs will 

attempt to leave abruptly if they are “quicked.” And who could blame them? If you do  make a mistake, don’t make a 

huge fuss. Feed your dog some treats, and proceed with more conservative clips. 

A regular contributor to WDJ, Denise Flaim raises Rhodesian Ridgebacks in Long Island, New York. 

 

 

 

Dazzle makes a pretty cute Easter bunny! 
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Greater San Diego County Whippet Association 

General Membership Meeting 
March 8, 2017 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Format: Conference Call 

 
 

The General Membership Meeting of the GSDCWA was called to order at 7:04pm. 
 
Roll Call of Board of Directors: 
Board Members Present:  Deana Jaffe, Jo Rufing, Norm Rufing, Henry Heil, Sherie O’Neill, Rich Bergman, Debbey Bartos, 
Hunter Smith  
Board Members Absent:  Leslie Smith 
Members in Attendance:  None 
Guests:   None 
Secretary’s Report:  The minutes from the February 2017 meeting were approved with no corrections. 
Treasurer’s Report:   Norm Rufing commented that there are still a few members that have not paid dues. 
 
COMMITTEES: 
Membership:  None.  Debbey Bartos plans to send out the latest roster soon. 
Rescue:  None 
Website/Newsletter/Facebook:  Hunter Smith reported that he has updated the board members’ information on the 
website.  He asked where on the page he should post the Meet the Breed flyer.  Jo Rufing suggested a general 
information link.  Let Hunter know of any ideas or changes.  Deana Jaffe asked if photos/brags should be sent to Hunter 
to post on the website.  The group agreed that this is a great idea!  Hunter would also like to update the dog photos and 
create a folder for past newsletters.  Jo Rufing suggested that the newsletters only date back for one year. 
Correspondence:  None 
Hospitality:  Jo Rufing sent a card to Barbara Iacometti. 
Programs:  Jo Rufing and Debbey Bartos plan to meet to work on ideas.  Rich Bergman volunteered to demonstrate a 
“build a whippet” program on his computer!  Deana Jaffe suggested we utilize the Southwestern Yacht Club as a venue 
that can include the dogs. 
Specialty:  None 
Race Events:  There is a GWWA-sponsored race event this Sunday at Irvine Regional Park.  The GSDCWA Lure Practice 
begins on Sunday, March 26th.  Jo Rufing reported that she “reminded” the Ridgeback Club! 
Miscellaneous:  Jo Rufing expressed her appreciation for the wonderful Meet the Breeds Whippet booth work done by 
Jennifer and Cyrus Keir and her father, Carl Goodman.  Jennifer is already excited about next year!  Jo Rufing also 
wished to officially thank Cecilia Hessler for her yearly donation to our Club Rescue. 
AWC National:  None 
Old Business:  Rich Bergman is still looking for the perpetual Memorial Trophy.  He will send a photo of this trophy to Jo 
Rufing.  Deana Jaffe suggested bringing a photo to the April National to see if anyone remembers where this trophy may 
be. 
New Business:  The group discussed the proposed update to the Club by-laws.  Jo Rufing suggested that this discussion 
be tabled until all board members have read the proposal and commented on the changes.  The group agreed to 
comment on this document before April 1st, and will report any suggestions to the Secretary.   
 
The GSDCWA Board Meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm. 
 
The next GSDWCA General Membership meeting is Wednesday, April 12th in a conference call format. 
 
Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Sherie O'Neill/GSDCWA Secretary 
 
 

 



14 | P a g e  

 

  

 

Rescue 
 

RESCUE:  The Rescue link on the GSDCWA web site, www.sandiegowhippets.com,  has been updated to reflect the 
information needed to obtain an adoption application from Whippet Rescue and Placement.  Also on the link, there is a 
lot of really good information regarding Whippet ownership, how to recognize a legitimate rescue, purchasing a puppy, 
etc.   Jo Rufing, Rescue Coordinator 
 
Common Sense:  
 Dear Members,  I've been the proud owner of many Whippets in my nearly 30 years with this breed.  My husband, 
Norm, and I have run the lure practices/training for probably at least 20 and we have observed a couple of things.  1) 
 Whippets will run on the lure even when they are hurting or injured; 2) Whippets will perform for their owners even 
when they don't like what they are being asked to do be it showing, racing or any other activity; 3)  Often Whippet 
owners are more worried or driven by the points, ribbons and adulation over and above the care and concern of the 
dogs. They will keep dragging a dog around the ring even when it's obvious the dog hates it and they will run dogs way 
too soon after injuries only to have the dog permanently injured for life.  It's up to us, as their owners, to use our 
brains, our common sense and be smarter than our dogs, because they will do what is asked of them.  These are dogs, 
my friends, they do not have a choice as to what we do with them.  Be responsible, take time to understand their 
minds, look at them, look into their eyes, listen to them, watch their body language and know that they speak to us 
every moment of every day although they have no voice.  Jo Rufing, Vice President/Rescue Coordinator 
 
Thanks to Mary Dukes for sending this on Facebook: 
 

 
 

 

 



15 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Member Web Sites 

 Best Friend's Pet Sitting Service  New Phone Number!  760-712-5153 

 Handmade Collars & Accessories by Debbey Bartos                                                                                            
New website!  http://whippetgoods.com/dogwear/COLLAR_GALLERY.html 

 Jerry A's Photography  (760) 846-0610  iaceyou1729@gmail.com 

 Maverick Ranch 

 Mischief Whippets 

 Nysa Hill Dog Resort - Conditioning, Training, Hydrotherapy & Massage 

 Oxford Whippets 

 Tangens Whippets 
 Prince's Pawtique " Special things for Dogs and their Humans"  Custom Embroidery & more!                 

Judith Cooper 619.742.4885  New website! princespawtique.com 

 

Links 

 Animal Behavior and how to cope with it: www.animalalliances.com 

 Canine Physical Therapy: www.cuttingedgek9.com 

 Dog Parks Throughout the Country: www.thedogpark.com/html/parksearch.html 

 EWhippetZine: http://www.ewhippetzine.com/ 

 Fancy Nancy's: http://www.fancynancys.com 

 How to Keep Your Dog Cool: http://clubs.akc.org/saints/Archives/cool_list.pdf 

 K9 Neckwear: www.olive-drab.com/k9neckwear/ 

 Karlie Bug's K9 Kollars: www.karliebugskloset.com 

 Little Wolf Doggy Day Spa & Resort: http://www.4dogfun.com 

 Pamper Your Pet: www.pamperyourpetsandiego.com 

 Pet CPR Information: members.aol.com/henryhbk/acpr.html 

 Pet Hotel & Campground Info: www.petswelcome.com  

 Pet sitters by zip code: http://www.petsittingreferralservice.com/PetSitters.html#92101-92120 

 Pet Travel Information: www.interpetexplorer.com 

 Racing Information: skeldridge.home.comcast.net/oberon/racing.html 

 Traveling with your Pet? www.TakeYourPet.com 

 Wheelhouse Designs: www.wheelhousedesigns.com 

 WhippetView: www.whippetview.com/ 

 

 

http://www.sandiegowhippets.com/newsletter/images/BestFriendsPetSittingService.jpg
http://gallery.me.com/debbey#100016
http://whippetgoods.com/dogwear/COLLAR_GALLERY.html
mailto:iaceyou1729@gmail.com
http://maverickranch.net/
http://mischiefwhippets.com/
http://www.nysahill.net/
http://www.oxfordwhippets.com/
http://www.tangenshounds.com/
http://princespawtique.com/
http://www.animalalliances.com/
http://www.cuttingedgek9.com/
http://www.thedogpark.com/html/parksearch.html
http://www.ewhippetzine.com/
http://www.fancynancys.com/
http://clubs.akc.org/saints/Archives/cool_list.pdf
http://www.olive-drab.com/k9neckwear/
http://www.karliebugskloset.com/
http://www.4dogfun.com/
http://www.pamperyourpetsandiego.com/
http://members.aol.com/henryhbk/acpr.html
http://www.petswelcome.com/
http://www.petsittingreferralservice.com/PetSitters.html#92101-92120
http://www.interpetexplorer.com/
http://skeldridge.home.comcast.net/oberon/racing.html
http://www.wheelhousedesigns.com/
http://www.whippetview.com/index.html
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Veterinary Recommendations 

If you have a great vet, please share! 

  
PetDoc2U - serving North San Diego County 
Dr. Sue Spray, D.M.V., DACLAM 
(760) 753-9999 
www.petdoc2u.com 
Your whippet can be treated in their own home by Dr. Spray.  She comes to your home and treats kindly and 
gently. She has all kinds of cool, portable equipment, including an x-ray machine that looks like something 
from Star Trek which she used to take an x-ray of our dog's foot as he rested on his bed in the living room. 
Our cat had blood drawn which was analyzed immediately and she went over all the results and explained 
them to us. We were very pleased with Dr. Spray's thoroughness and would definitely recommend her, 
especially for nervous pets or multi-pet homes. Her prices are competitive too.  ~ Carla de Mos 
 

 American Dog Rehab 
Danielle Robbins, M.S., P.T. 
Certified Canine Rehabilitation Specialist  
10441 Roselle St., Ste. D  
San Diego, CA 92121  
www.AmericanDogRehab.com                                                                                                                               
Danielle is the best! Knowledgeable, caring and great with whippets! In the past, I had some problems 
keeping one of my whippets sound in higher level agility, she spent an hour and a half going over every inch 
of him to find and treat his problem(s) and gave us several exercises to help with his conditioning. Whenever 
we visit Danielle, we see many top level agility and obedience friends and competitors who also want to keep 
their dogs in the best of health. 

o Did you know there is an Animal Ambulance in San Diego County!? 
San Diego's companion animals can now get life-saving services usually reserved for people. Animal 
Ambulance has arrived in San Diego County to help transport pets in need of critical medical support. When a 
pet needs oxygen, fluids and first aid, Animal Ambulance can be counted on to provide these services, and 
transport an injured or ill pet to a veterinarian. Animal Ambulance can easily transport pets that are non-
ambulatory, severely injured or in respiratory distress directly and safely to the hospital. They also offer home 
euthanasia services.  Pet owners or Vets can call and book appointments, and the Ambulance service is also 
available for emergencies 24 hours a day! Disabled pet owners, those who own or work with service dogs, 
military personnel and senior citizens always receive a discount.  To learn more, log onto 
www.MyPet2Vet.com or call 760-738-6156. Information provided from San Diego Pets magazine 

 Country Pet Clinic 
Chamkaur S. Brar, D.V.M. 
2525 Alpine Boulevard 
Alpine, CA 91901  
Phone: (619) 445-9815 On call 24hours 

o Rachel and I have been taking our dogs to Dr. Brar since 1998 when we moved to the Alpine area 
and have been most satisfied with his care and concern. His home is adjacent to the clinic and he has 
made himself available day and night. He has a very caring staff that we have grown to consider as 
friends. He treats a number of whippets in addition to our “posse” plus other sight hounds in the area. 
We feel that you will receive the type of care that you desire for your animals. -- Henry and Rachel  

 

 

 

http://www.petdoc2u.com/
http://www.americandogrehab.com/
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 Governor Animal Clinic 
Dr. Kirk Feinberg 
3240 Governor Drive 
San Diego CA 92122 
Phone: (858) 453-6312 
http://www.governoranimalclinic.com/ 

o In over 20 years of owning dogs, Dr. Feinberg is by far the best vet we have encountered. A graduate 
of UC Davis, he uses both western medicine and naturopathic remedies to treat his animal patients. He 
has spayed both of our girls and is very aware of the special anesthesia requirements for whippets as 
well as all of the other aspects of the breed. He has been a guest speaker at one of our whippet club 
meetings on the topic of over vaccination and titer testing and he is always on top of the latest 
techniques and treatments. In addition, he has the greatest bedside manner. He's gentle and caring 
with our dogs and we never feel rushed or leave with unanswered questions. Governor Animal Clinic is 
a full service clinic, the office staff is great, and there's even a painting of whippets on one of the walls 
when you walk in. There are 3 other vets in the office, but if you want the best care for your whips... 
ask for Dr. Feinberg. -- Wayne and Debbey Bartos 

 Harmony Animal Hospital 
Dr Candy Lewis 
3994 Park Blvd (SW corner of Park & Lincoln) 
San Diego, CA 92103 
(619) 293-7600 

o Just want to add my 2¢ about Dr. Lewis & Harmony Animal Hosp. Dazzle gashed open her wrist at 
Fiesta Island. Our regular vet, Dr. Feinberg was not in so we took Brooke's recommendation and tried 
Harmony Animal Hosp. What a pleasant surprise. There was a greyhound in the waiting room which 
made Dazzle feel right at home. Dr. Lewis knew what she was doing and treated Dazzle so sweetly. 
They had to put her to sleep in order to clean the wound and close it, but thankfully no bones were 
broken, just a real deep tear down to the joint capsule. I really liked Dr. Lewis, she's very down to earth 
and to the point and definitely knows sighthounds. The cost didn't kill us either like it would have at the 
ER. It was a good experience and I'm glad to have a wonderful back-up now. -- Debbey Bartos 

o Dr Lewis has been fantastic through Cat's recovery. She's also the vet for the Greyhound rescue of SD 
so is very familiar with treating sight hounds. -- Brooke Carlson 

 Sunset Cliff Animal Hospital 
4741 Point Loma Ave 
San Diego, CA 92107 
Phone: (619) 224-0773  
http://www.sunsetcliffsanimalhospital.com/ 

o "Our vet we had used for years sold his business and we wanted someone close to our house. I had 
heard lots of good things about them and scheduled appointments with a few vets and we were happy 
with them right off the bat. They are a husband wife team, Dr. Christy Berg who grew up in Bonita and 
her husband Dr. Edwardo Acosta, who grew up in Puerto Rico. They are a very special team that 
knows sighthounds and make you feel like you have the BEST dogs in the world. They are also 
sensitive to the rips and tears we get from running our many dogs at Fiesta Island and always manage 
to fit them in spur of the moment. Did it help that we told them we would make their house payment for 
them when we first met them? Who knows, at any rate, they take very good care of our dogs. When we 
had our last litter (C-section I might add), Dr. Berg was wonderful about coming to our house to check 
on them and give them their shots. They are also very in tune with behavioral issues, which we do 
have as a pack. We are very comfortable recommending them to any other whippet owners." -- Sonny 
and Barbara Wakefield; Sonara Whippets 

 

http://www.governoranimalclinic.com/
http://www.sunsetcliffsanimalhospital.com/
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