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Check out the club's  
Facebook page: 

 
https://www.facebook.com/sandiegowhippets?ref=br_tf#!/sandiegowhippets 
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Position Member Phone Email 

 
President 

Rich Bergman (619) 443-2711 fotok9s@yahoo.com 

Vice President Jo Rufing (619) 755-7330 jorufing@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer Norm Rufing (619)742-5273 
 

normandjo@cox.net 

Secretary Sherie O' Neill (858) 344-3284 seoneill5@gmail.com 
 

Program Chair  Debbey Bartos (858) 569-5261 debbey@mac.com  

Rescue/ Breeder Referral Jo Rufing (619)755-7330 jorufing@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor 
 

Christine DeClerk (760) 815-1150 CDStablesinc@aol.com  

Member-at-Large 
 

Henry Heil (619) 445-1777 Henry@maverickranch.net 

 
Member-at-Large Debbey Bartos (858) 569-5261 debbey@mac.com  

Member-at-Large 
 

Leslie Smith (619) 444-4623 lessmith@cox.net 

Member-at-Large 
 

Deanna Jaffe 
 

(858) 245-3843 Deana@sandiegocomputer.com  

Member-at-Large Hunter Smith (619) 444-4623 hunterdsmith@cox.net 
Board Member Emeritus Betty Wolkonsky (619) 895-6983 

 
 

Race Practice Coordinators Jo & Norm Rufing (619)755-7330 jorufing@yahoo.com 
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GSDCWA MEMBER OF THE MONTH IS DIANNE BOWEN 

 
This month I was honored to interview our longest standing member of Greater San Diego Co. Whippet 
Association, Dianne Bowen.  We have known each other for nearly 30 years and this is the first time I 
have asked many of the questions I’ve wondered about for years.  When I got my first Whippet and 
joined the Club, Dianne became my mentor for conformation showing and Gloria Murphy was my 
mentor for racing.  Both women gave me an education in the dog fancy that was irreplaceable and I’ve 
been able to carry that knowledge on to other new Whippet owners.  I cannot thank them enough. 
 
Q: Dianne, how long have you had dogs? 
A: All my life.  My first dog was a Scottie named Duffy.  Then, when my children were young we had a St. 
Bernard.  My daughter, Stephanie learned to walk holding his tail.  She also junior handled Saints. 
 
Q: I know you raised and bred St. Bernards for many years, but when did you get your first Whippet? 
A:  Well, back in 1976 I hurt my back in a car accident and, at the time, I was exercising my Saints on the 
beach to keep them in shape, but with my back problems I wasn’t able to do that anymore.  My Vet, Dr. 
Jones, suggested I get a different breed.  At that time, Diane French and Iva Kimmelman had a litter of 
Whippets and out of that litter I acquired Ch. Merci Isle Back In A Flash “Flash”.  I thought I was getting 
the Whippet to help exercise my Saints.  Dog handler, Leroy Stage, took one look at Flash, thought he 
would be a good show dog and started showing him.  He finished first out of his litter and in two 
weekends.  His first major was at the Western Specialty.  From then on I was hooked on the Whippet 
breed. 
 
Q: When did you start breeding Whippets? 
A:  Well, you know Whippets are like potato chips, you can’t have just one.  I bred my first litter in 1980. 
The breeding was Ch. Spectra Wind Chime “Wendy” owned by me, bred to Ch Runner’s He’s The 
Continental “Tally”, owned by Isabelle Stoffers.  We had 11 puppies! 
 
Q: How did you come to found the Greater San Diego Co. Whippet Association? 
A: Years ago there was a Whippet Club of San Diego that was defunct.  Some of the members were Betty 
Wolkonsky, Donna & David Lukasky, Gloria Murphy, Cecilia Hessler, Patty Houghtelin, Iva Kimmelman, 
Pat and Bernie Jacobs, Maxey Bean and Rich Bergman.  I thought it was time to start another club so I 
wrote a letter to American Whippet Club and ask if we could restart a Whippet club in San Diego and the 
answer was a resounding NO.  I then spoke to Gene Mills (GSDCWA Founding/Life Member) who said 
he’d check with AKC and their answer was “Don’t worry about AWC. Go for it”.  So I did. Our first 
meetings were held in 1988 at Lori and Cary Lawrence’s house in Del Mar.  Gene Mills and Diane French 
helped me write the first By-Laws and the rest is history.  
 
Q:  How many dogs do you presently live with? 
A:  2 incredible Whippets and 2 beautiful terriers (one Russell and one Parson Russell) 
 
Q:  You have judged many Whippet conformation classes. What do you look for in Whippet 
conformation? 
A:  I look for good temperament first and foremost.  Then I look for balance, good front angle and 
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Q: What criteria do you use when breeding Whippets? 
A:  I believe in only breeding dogs/bitches who have proven themselves in the show ring and have 
attained their championship.  The only caveat to that would be if a really good dog/bitch has become 
injured and is unable to show to its championship.  They also need to be very sound and have clean 
health records. 
 
Q:  How do you go about judging a litter of pups at 8 weeks and 12 weeks for show quality and pet 
quality? 
A:  The same as the last answer.  First of all, temperament, then good front angle, and moderate rear 
angle.  Over the years I’ve gotten a very educated eye for looking at pups and grading them for show or 
companion pet. 
 
Q: How do you condition your dogs for the show ring? 
A: (Big grin here) I let them free exercise in my large yard.  I give them top quality food and watch to 
make sure they are in good weight at all times. 
 
Q:  Name some of our favorite past Whippets of your breeding and what ones owned by others you 
have admired. 
A: Owned by me would be Ch. Oxford Paloma at Chelsea “Dovey” and Ch. Oxford’s What’s in it for Me 
“Faith”. Owned by others are Ch. Chelsea’s Jocar of Oxford “Drake” owned by Deane Christianson; Ch. 
Chelsea’s Where There’s Smoke “Smoke” owned by Deane Christianson; Ch. Starline’s Sovereign 
“Ashton” owned by Lori Lawrence and, of course, the great Ch. Sunbeam of Endeavor “Rembrandt” 
owned by Dani Jacobson. 
 
Q:  What is your advice to folks looking to purchase a Whippet? 
A:  Get your Whippet from a good, educated, ethical breeder who can provide certificates of clean 
health for the pup as well as the bitch and dog with the sale contract.  Read the contract carefully 
before you buy so you fully understand the breeder’s obligations and your obligations. Research the 
breed ahead of time and ask lots of questions. 
 
Q:  What is your best advice for new Whippet owners? 
A:  Never take your eye of a puppy.  Whippet puppies are monsters!!  They are at least 3 years old 
before they get brains.  You can’t trust them to stay out of trouble even when you’re sitting in the same 
room with them! Give them lots of love, good training, the best food and plenty of exercise. 
 
Q:  Do you have any advice for members of Greater San Diego Co. Whippet Association? 
A:  Yes, get active.  Find a committee that interests you and join the team.  Go to the activities when 
they are presented and learn as much as you can from the other members of the club. 
 
 
Submitted by Jo Rufing 
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We have a new 'member interest' section in our newsletter starting this 
month - WHAT ARE YOU DOING?  This space gives you all a chance to tell us 
about your vacation travel, house remodeling, a new baby or Grandbaby in 
the family, a new dog(s), puppy litter, something and anything that is 
interesting that you want us to know about.  Don't be shy. Send your article 
to Christine DeClerk, cdstablesinc@aol.com, so she can add it to the monthly 
newsletter. Pictures are also always a welcome addition too. 
 
Jo Rufing, Vice President/Rescue Coordinator 
Greater San Diego Co. Whippet Association 
www.sandiegowhippets.com  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming dates for the Whippet Meet-Up group at Fiesta Island.  Check 
out the website, https://www.meetup.com/San-Diego-Whippet-Play-Dates/  Something to do 
while our race practices are on hiatus. 

 
Jan 7, 2018 
Fiesta Island Whippet Play Date 
Fiesta Island Dog Park 
Feb 4, 2018 
Fiesta Island Whippet Play Date 
Fiesta Island Dog Park 
 

mailto:cdstablesinc@aol.com
http://www.sandiegowhippets.com/
https://www.meetup.com/San-Diego-Whippet-Play-Dates/
https://www.meetup.com/San-Diego-Whippet-Play-Dates/events/jmhvflyxcbkb/
https://www.meetup.com/San-Diego-Whippet-Play-Dates/events/jmhvflyxdbgb/
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Our GSDWA race practices have concluded for the year, but why not keep your 

keen whippet involved in chasing that lure? 

 
SCWA holds straight and oval race meets in Orange County in November and December and would 
love to meet new racing enthusiasts and their whippets!  There are opportunities during the meet for 
your dog to practice, and SCWA club members can help introduce your dog to running with a 
muzzle, running with other dogs, and running out of the starting box.   
 
New for this year, SCWA plans to recognize Division II racers! The Division II program was created 
for the whippet that wasn't bred to be a top race dog but loves to race, and runs well against 
similarly-matched competition.   
 
Upcoming race dates: 
Saturday December 9 - NAWRA (straight) - Irvine Regional Park 
Sunday December 10 - NOTRA (oval) - Carbon Canyon Park 
 
For more information, please contact Stephanie Minnella (s.minnella@gmail.com). 
 

 

 

http://www.indianawhippetclub.com/divisionII.html
mailto:s.minnella@gmail.com
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 GSDWA Breeder Listings 
 

 

GSDWA Member Name/Contact Info  Puppies? Adults?  Information? 

Eva Engvall      Yes 
eengvall@sbpdiscovery.org 

 
Leslie/Hunter Smith    Yes 
lessmith@cox.net    
 
 
If you are a GSDWA member/breeder in good standing, we invite you to send your information to 

CDStablesinc@aol.com  to include in our next issue.   

 

Rescue:  This past month a woman in Carlsbad found a male Whippet running loose.  Instead of taking it 

to the Shelter where the owner would go to look for it she kept it in her home for over a month.  When I and 
others could not convince her to give the dog to us so we could get to the Shelter, she decided she was going 
to place the dog herself with friends.  Red flags went up for those of us involved as she knew nothing about 
the Whippet breed. So, I then email the Directors of the San Diego, Carlsbad and Bonita Shelters explaining 
the issue.  They sent an officer to the woman's house and explained that if she didn't bring the dog to the 
shelter immediately she would be cited and fined for stealing someone's dog.  She took the dog to the 
shelter that day.  That was a Thursday and on Sunday, the dog was happily reunited with his owners.   
 
This brings me to a statement some of you could find offensive.  Please, whenever you find and take in a 
loose dog, put it into your car and take it to the nearest Animal Shelter.  Then, if it's a Whippet, put yourself 
on the "exit" list to get it out if the owner isn't found so it can get to Whippet Rescue and Placement.  Put 
yourself in the shoes of the owner of that dog.  The first place you are going to look for your dog is at the 
Animal Shelter. Not on Facebook.  Not on Craig's List or other social media.  You may end up posting to social 
media later, but you know that lost dogs are most often taken to a Shelter or picked up by Animal Control.  In 
this case, the owners had not lost hope and they found their Whippet.   
 
I want to thank our new GSDCWA members, Nicholas Alvarado and Valorie Davinroy, plus Paula Otterson 
with Whippet Rescue and Placement, for all the help they gave and the many phone calls made in resolving 
the issues involving this dog.  To answer the questions I know are coming; No, I don't know the owners. The 
Shelters will not give out that information; No, I don't know the breeding; No, I don't know from whom they 
got the dog; No, it did not have a microchip.  Submitted by Jo Rufing, Rescue Coordinator 

 
 

mailto:CDStablesinc@aol.com
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Save the date and spread the word! 

 
The annual GSDCWA Specialty happens Friday, January 5, 2018 and we 
need your support!  We hope you will come enjoy the beautiful dogs 
and show grounds, spend some time relaxing and catching up with good 
friends, and show your support for all the Clubs putting on their 
Specialties and the All-Breed Show at the Polo Grounds in Indio, CA.   
  
Our Club holds a Silent Auction at this well-attended event.  Last year’s 
Auction combined with a Raffle was a big success thanks to your 
generous and creative donations.  We hope to continue the tradition for 
2018 repeating our fun and popular Retro Tiki/Classic Palm Springs 
theme.  Your donations and requests for contributions from your 
business contacts, family and friends are what makes this possible and it 
is never too soon to start collecting and get creative.   
  
Please email or call Deana Jaffe at deana@sandiegocomputer.com or 
858-245-3843 (text ok) with your questions or to arrange for 
pickup/delivery of contributions.  
  
Thank you!   
Deana Jaffe 
Auction Chairman – 2018 GSDCWA Specialty 
 
 

 

mailto:deana@sandiegocomputer.com
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Member Web Sites 

• Best Friend's Pet Sitting Service  New Phone Number!  760-712-5153 

• Handmade Collars & Accessories by Debbey Bartos                                                                                            
New website!  http://whippetgoods.com/dogwear/COLLAR_GALLERY.html 

• Jerry A's Photography  (760) 846-0610  iaceyou1729@gmail.com 

• Maverick Ranch 

• Mischief Whippets 

• Nysa Hill Dog Resort - Conditioning, Training, Hydrotherapy & Massage 

• Oxford Whippets 

• Tangens Whippets 
• Prince's Pawtique " Special things for Dogs and their Humans"  Custom Embroidery & more!                 

Judith Cooper 619.742.4885  New website! princespawtique.com 

 

Links 

• Animal Behavior and how to cope with it: www.animalalliances.com 

• Canine Physical Therapy: www.cuttingedgek9.com 

• Dog Parks Throughout the Country: www.thedogpark.com/html/parksearch.html 

• EWhippetZine: http://www.ewhippetzine.com/ 

• Fancy Nancy's: http://www.fancynancys.com 

• How to Keep Your Dog Cool: http://clubs.akc.org/saints/Archives/cool_list.pdf 

• K9 Neckwear: www.olive-drab.com/k9neckwear/ 

• Karlie Bug's K9 Kollars: www.karliebugskloset.com 

• Little Wolf Doggy Day Spa & Resort: http://www.4dogfun.com 

• Pamper Your Pet: www.pamperyourpetsandiego.com 

• Pet CPR Information: members.aol.com/henryhbk/acpr.html 

• Pet Hotel & Campground Info: www.petswelcome.com  

• Pet sitters by zip code: http://www.petsittingreferralservice.com/PetSitters.html#92101-92120 

• Pet Travel Information: www.interpetexplorer.com 

• Racing Information: skeldridge.home.comcast.net/oberon/racing.html 

• Traveling with your Pet? www.TakeYourPet.com 

• Wheelhouse Designs: www.wheelhousedesigns.com 

• WhippetView: www.whippetview.com/ 

 

 

http://www.sandiegowhippets.com/newsletter/images/BestFriendsPetSittingService.jpg
http://gallery.me.com/debbey#100016
http://whippetgoods.com/dogwear/COLLAR_GALLERY.html
mailto:iaceyou1729@gmail.com
http://maverickranch.net/
http://mischiefwhippets.com/
http://www.nysahill.net/
http://www.oxfordwhippets.com/
http://www.tangenshounds.com/
http://princespawtique.com/
http://www.animalalliances.com/
http://www.cuttingedgek9.com/
http://www.thedogpark.com/html/parksearch.html
http://www.ewhippetzine.com/
http://www.fancynancys.com/
http://clubs.akc.org/saints/Archives/cool_list.pdf
http://www.olive-drab.com/k9neckwear/
http://www.karliebugskloset.com/
http://www.4dogfun.com/
http://www.pamperyourpetsandiego.com/
http://members.aol.com/henryhbk/acpr.html
http://www.petswelcome.com/
http://www.petsittingreferralservice.com/PetSitters.html#92101-92120
http://www.interpetexplorer.com/
http://skeldridge.home.comcast.net/oberon/racing.html
http://www.wheelhousedesigns.com/
http://www.whippetview.com/index.html
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Emergency Vet Clinic Recommendations Needed! 
 

I’m trying to compile a list for our club members.  Please send any recommendations 

of Emergency Vet Clinics/Vets that you have used to CDStablesinc@aol.com 

A list will be published in a future edition of WW. 

Thanks! 

Christine, WW Editor 

 
 
We take our dogs to VSH in Sorrento Valley for emergencies. They are 
just off the 805 at Sorrento Valley Rd. The huge pluses of VSH are that 
they have almost every possible diagnostic tool in-house, as well as 24x7 
staffing. So, if your dog is seriously ill, they could be admitted and stay in 
the same facility for treatment - you would not need to transport your 
dog back to your regular vet for business hours, then back to the ER for 
after hours and weekends. Their staff is very friendly, helpful, and 
compassionate. They may not be budget-friendly, but for us the peace 
of mind is worth it.  ~ Stephanie M. 

 

https://www.vshsd.com/
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Veterinary Recommendations 

If you have a great vet, please share! 

•  
PetDoc2U - serving North San Diego County 
Dr. Sue Spray, D.M.V., DACLAM 
(760) 753-9999 
www.petdoc2u.com 
Your whippet can be treated in their own home by Dr. Spray.  She comes to your home and treats kindly and 
gently. She has all kinds of cool, portable equipment, including an x-ray machine that looks like something 
from Star Trek which she used to take an x-ray of our dog's foot as he rested on his bed in the living room. 
Our cat had blood drawn which was analyzed immediately and she went over all the results and explained 
them to us. We were very pleased with Dr. Spray's thoroughness and would definitely recommend her, 
especially for nervous pets or multi-pet homes. Her prices are competitive too.  ~ Carla de Mos 
 

• American Dog Rehab 
Danielle Robbins, M.S., P.T. 
Certified Canine Rehabilitation Specialist  
10441 Roselle St., Ste. D  
San Diego, CA 92121  
www.AmericanDogRehab.com                                                                                                                               
Danielle is the best! Knowledgeable, caring and great with whippets! In the past, I had some problems 
keeping one of my whippets sound in higher level agility, she spent an hour and a half going over every inch 
of him to find and treat his problem(s) and gave us several exercises to help with his conditioning. Whenever 
we visit Danielle, we see many top level agility and obedience friends and competitors who also want to keep 
their dogs in the best of health. 

o Did you know there is an Animal Ambulance in San Diego County!? 
San Diego's companion animals can now get life-saving services usually reserved for people. Animal 
Ambulance has arrived in San Diego County to help transport pets in need of critical medical support. When a 
pet needs oxygen, fluids and first aid, Animal Ambulance can be counted on to provide these services, and 
transport an injured or ill pet to a veterinarian. Animal Ambulance can easily transport pets that are non-
ambulatory, severely injured or in respiratory distress directly and safely to the hospital. They also offer home 
euthanasia services.  Pet owners or Vets can call and book appointments, and the Ambulance service is also 
available for emergencies 24 hours a day! Disabled pet owners, those who own or work with service dogs, 
military personnel and senior citizens always receive a discount.  To learn more, log onto 
www.MyPet2Vet.com or call 760-738-6156. Information provided from San Diego Pets magazine 

• Country Pet Clinic 
Chamkaur S. Brar, D.V.M. 
2525 Alpine Boulevard 
Alpine, CA 91901  
Phone: (619) 445-9815 On call 24hours 

o Rachel and I have been taking our dogs to Dr. Brar since 1998 when we moved to the Alpine area 
and have been most satisfied with his care and concern. His home is adjacent to the clinic and he has 
made himself available day and night. He has a very caring staff that we have grown to consider as 
friends. He treats a number of whippets in addition to our “posse” plus other sight hounds in the area. 
We feel that you will receive the type of care that you desire for your animals. -- Henry and Rachel  

 

 

 

http://www.petdoc2u.com/
http://www.americandogrehab.com/
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• Governor Animal Clinic 
Dr. Kirk Feinberg 
3240 Governor Drive 
San Diego CA 92122 
Phone: (858) 453-6312 
http://www.governoranimalclinic.com/ 

o In over 20 years of owning dogs, Dr. Feinberg is by far the best vet we have encountered. A graduate 
of UC Davis, he uses both western medicine and naturopathic remedies to treat his animal patients. He 
has spayed both of our girls and is very aware of the special anesthesia requirements for whippets as 
well as all of the other aspects of the breed. He has been a guest speaker at one of our whippet club 
meetings on the topic of over vaccination and titer testing and he is always on top of the latest 
techniques and treatments. In addition, he has the greatest bedside manner. He's gentle and caring 
with our dogs and we never feel rushed or leave with unanswered questions. Governor Animal Clinic is 
a full service clinic, the office staff is great, and there's even a painting of whippets on one of the walls 
when you walk in. There are 3 other vets in the office, but if you want the best care for your whips... 
ask for Dr. Feinberg. -- Wayne and Debbey Bartos 

• Harmony Animal Hospital 
Dr Candy Lewis 
3994 Park Blvd (SW corner of Park & Lincoln) 
San Diego, CA 92103 
(619) 293-7600 

o Just want to add my 2¢ about Dr. Lewis & Harmony Animal Hosp. Dazzle gashed open her wrist at 
Fiesta Island. Our regular vet, Dr. Feinberg was not in so we took Brooke's recommendation and tried 
Harmony Animal Hosp. What a pleasant surprise. There was a greyhound in the waiting room which 
made Dazzle feel right at home. Dr. Lewis knew what she was doing and treated Dazzle so sweetly. 
They had to put her to sleep in order to clean the wound and close it, but thankfully no bones were 
broken, just a real deep tear down to the joint capsule. I really liked Dr. Lewis, she's very down to earth 
and to the point and definitely knows sighthounds. The cost didn't kill us either like it would have at the 
ER. It was a good experience and I'm glad to have a wonderful back-up now. -- Debbey Bartos 

o Dr Lewis has been fantastic through Cat's recovery. She's also the vet for the Greyhound rescue of SD 
so is very familiar with treating sight hounds. -- Brooke Carlson 

• Sunset Cliff Animal Hospital 
4741 Point Loma Ave 
San Diego, CA 92107 
Phone: (619) 224-0773  
http://www.sunsetcliffsanimalhospital.com/ 

o "Our vet we had used for years sold his business and we wanted someone close to our house. I had 
heard lots of good things about them and scheduled appointments with a few vets and we were happy 
with them right off the bat. They are a husband wife team, Dr. Christy Berg who grew up in Bonita and 
her husband Dr. Edwardo Acosta, who grew up in Puerto Rico. They are a very special team that 
knows sighthounds and make you feel like you have the BEST dogs in the world. They are also 
sensitive to the rips and tears we get from running our many dogs at Fiesta Island and always manage 
to fit them in spur of the moment. Did it help that we told them we would make their house payment for 
them when we first met them? Who knows, at any rate, they take very good care of our dogs. When we 
had our last litter (C-section I might add), Dr. Berg was wonderful about coming to our house to check 
on them and give them their shots. They are also very in tune with behavioral issues, which we do 
have as a pack. We are very comfortable recommending them to any other whippet owners." -- Sonny 
and Barbara Wakefield; Sonara Whippets 

 

http://www.governoranimalclinic.com/
http://www.sunsetcliffsanimalhospital.com/
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