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President's Message: 
 

Presidents Message:  IT'S A PARTY!!!  Our next race practice will be held on October 
28.  Immediately after practice we are going to have a BIG OL' PARTY that will be 

fun for both owners and their Whippets.  Start thinking now about a super costume 
for your pooches because we are going to have a costume contest/parade.  In 

addition, the Program Committee (Debbey Bartos and Deana Jaffe) are planning a 
dog bone relay and a hot dog bobbing contest.  All members will receive a prize for 

their dogs and the winners of the contests are going to get really special prizes.  
Don't let this fun activity pass you by.  The participation in the race practices this 

year has been really great and this practice will be no exception.  Oh, BTW, if you 

want to dress in a costume that would be great too.   
 

October 17 is the next General Membership/Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.  At this 
meeting we will be holding nominations for the Board of Directors.  If you are 

interested in becoming a Board member you MUST call in to this meeting to be 
nominated.  Here are the conference call numbers: Dial-in Number: 712-775-7031; 

Meeting ID: 400-513-332.  Also, if you are interested, please contact Hunter Smith, 
Nomination Committee Chair, ahead of the meeting at 1-619-204-3434 to let him 

know of your interest. If you've already called Hunter there is no need to call him 
again. 

 
On November 14, we will hold our Annual General Meeting.  You will get more 

notices of this meeting from the Program Committee, but it looks like we'll be going 
to Alesmith Brewing Co. in Mira Mesa AND we can bring our dogs.  This will be an 

evening meeting and also the voting meeting for the 2019 Board of Directors.  It 

should be great fun and the dogs will love it too! 
 

December 5 is our Annual Christmas Party/2018 Awards Presentations at the 
Southwestern Yacht Club.  This is not an event where we can bring our dogs, but it 

IS an event you won't want to miss. More news on this event will be coming out 
soon.   

 
Kind regards and thank you for your membership, 

 
Jo Rufing, President/Rescue Coordinator 

Greater San Diego Co. Whippet Association 
www.sandiegowhippets.com 

 
 

 

http://www.sandiegowhippets.com/
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I’m writing to let you know 
about the success our Nelson 
had at the All Sighthound Lure 
Coursing Trials hosted by CCA 
last weekend in Camarillo.  
 
He got his JC on Saturday, his 
QC Sunday morning (with the 
help from Karen Maki’s dog 
B), then entered in the Open 
Stake and won that. Then he 
won Best in Breed, and then 
Best in Field. Quite a first day.  
 
We had lots of help and 
support from Karen and many 
other friendly people. Here’s a 
couple pics. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise and Paul Roberts and 
Nelson 
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B coursing with Anax in Camarillo. 
 
Photo taken by Alice Dominguez 
 
Submitted by Karen Maki 
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Whole Dog Journal's Blog September 27, 2018 

Hold Off on Those Oral Flea-Killing Medications 

The FDA has linked some flea control products to neurological damage in 
dogs and cats. 

By Nancy Kerns 

On September 20, the FDA issued a communication for pet owners and veterinarians, warning about the 

potential for neurologic adverse events following the administration of certain flea and tick products to dogs 

and cats. The products named in the release are oral products, available by veterinary prescription only, that 

contain isoxazoline-based ingredients. These include Bravecto, Credelio, Nexgard, and Simparica. 

As we described in September 2017, both Nexgard and Simparica have verbiage on their package inserts 

that say, “Use with caution in dogs with a history of seizures or neurologic disorders.” To date, Bravecto has 

not included this recommendation on its product insert, though we extended this warning to dog owners in 

our article, based on the fact that the active ingredients in the products use the same mode of 

action. Credelio is a newer drug, given market approval by the FDA in January 2018; its package insert does 

include the statement “Use with caution in dogs with a history of seizures.” 

 

The FDA communication notes, “In the first three years after approval, the FDA pays particularly close 

attention to adverse event reports, looking for any safety information that may emerge.” In the case of the 

isoxazoline-based flea-killing medications, the FDA observed a significant number of “adverse drug 

experience” reports mentioning these medications and pets that experienced seizures. The FDA has asked 

the drug manufacturers to add information about this issue to their product labels, and encourages 

veterinarians to “use their specialized training to review their patients’ medical histories and determine, in 

consultation with pet owners, whether a product in the isoxazoline class is appropriate for the pet.” 

 

The communication did not include any mention of flea-control medications that contain spinosyn-based 

ingredients (Comfortis or AcuGuard, and Trifexis or ComboGuard), which work in a very similar fashion to 

the isoxazolines. However, the package insert for these medications include the statement “Use with caution 

in dogs with pre-existing epilepsy.” 

https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/authors/1.html
https://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/NewsEvents/CVMUpdates/ucm620934.htm
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/issues/20_9/features/Oral-Flea-Control-Medications_21699-1.html
https://www.credelio.com/
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/blog/Trifexis-Adverse-Effects-20898-1.html
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In light of this FDA communication, Whole Dog Journal would like to make 
the following recommendations: 

1. If your dog has ever had a seizure, has a known seizure disorder, or is descended 
from a breed or family that is prone to developing seizures: 

Do not administer to your dog any flea-control product that contains isoxazoline-based ingredients 

(Bravecto, Credelio, Nexgard, and Simparica) – OR products that contain spinosyn-based ingredients 

(Comfortis or AcuGuard, and Trifexis or ComboGuard). 

2. Until more information is made available by the FDA about the relative risk being 
posed by these products, we’d hold off on giving ANY dog ANY of these oral flea 
medications. 

 

An exception could perhaps be made for dogs who have severe flea allergy, live in an area where fleas are a 

constant threat, who suffer serious adverse reactions to topical flea-killing pesticides, and who have taken 

these oral products previously without any adverse reactions. (Read carefully: That would encompass a very 

tiny pool of potential candidates.) 

3. As we noted in our September 2017 article, oral products that kill fleas pose many 
disadvantages over topical flea-killing pesticides. 

Most important is the fact that, once consumed, there is no way to reverse or neutralize their activity in case 

of an adverse reaction. In contrast, if a dog has an adverse reaction to a topical pesticide, the dog can 

be thoroughly washed and re-washed to reduce the product’s absorption and shorten its effect on the dog. 

4. The FDA did not include information about what specifically prompted the publication 
of its communication. 

Has there been a spike in the number of reported cases of seizures among dogs (and cats) treated with 

these drugs? Or are the numbers of seizures being reported far greater than the pre-market approval 

studies led the FDA to expect? We have asked the FDA for this information and will report further as we learn 

more. 

 

 

https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/issues/5_2/features/Are-Spot-On-Flea-Killers-Safe_5432-1.html
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/issues/17_11/features/Tips-and-Techniques-for-Bathing-your-Dog_21077-1.html
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Leslie Smith and I recently met up for a puppy walk and lunch. Leslie is co-owner with Sue Vernon of 

the sire of the puppies, GCh Summit Good Vibrations, “Bowie. The dam is Kamio Sweet Taste of 

Tangens, “Candy”. To the left is “Danica” and to the right is “Tesla”.  
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Danica recently moved to her new home with our club’s members Maia Cook and Ted Crossman and her 

new Whippet friend.   Submitted by Eva Engvall. 
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Dog ID tags…. 
 
Dear GSDCWA Members, I found this info. on Yahoo.  I don't know how big your dog's ID tag is, but 
some of this info mentioned above can't be put on one tag.  I personally wouldn't feel comfortable 
putting my full address on a tag.  Anyway, there are some good suggestions here that could be very 
useful, especially illnesses and the microchip info.  
Jo Rufing, President/Rescue Coordinator 
 
Rescue:  (copied from Yahoo)  

Congratulations—you’ve found your new best friend. First order of business (after cuddle time, 
of course) is getting your dog an ID tag so that everyone knows that adorable fur ball is yours. 

And while you’re already envisioning a rose-gold bone with your pup’s name (“Khaleesi”) 
printed in big shiny letters, you may want to think twice about that. Sure, your dog’s moniker 
could be a helpful tool for kind-hearted souls with good intentions, but it could also help not-so-
nice people lure your pooch away. Yikes. 

Here’s what to include instead: Your name and cell phone number (and a backup, if possible), 
your city or full address if you’re comfortable doing so, and a tag that lets people know if your 
dog is microchipped (“I’m microchipped!”).  

And if your pet has serious health issues or medication requirements, you’ll definitely want to 
list them so that he can get help as soon as possible. 

Look, there’s no need to freak out. Chances are that your dog will never get lost and everything 
will be totally fine. But you want to make sure that your furry friend has all the relevant info on 
their ID tag (just in case). Now, get back to cuddling. 
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Last Race Practice of the Year! 

All Sighthounds Welcome! 

(No practices in November or December). 

Time 

• All practices are on the 4th Sunday of the month from 8:00am to 10:30am 

• Practice goes for the length of time it takes to give the dogs 3 runs each (our park 
contract only allows us to stay until 11am) 

• Please be on time or we won't be able to give your dog all its runs! 

Cost 

• $5/3 runs per dog for GSDWA members 

• $7/3runs per dog for non-GSDWA members 

What to Bring 

• a crate for each dog, 

• snug fitting collar on each dog that they can't back out of, 

• 2 leashes (1 for releasing and 1 for the catcher), 

• water and bowl for dog(s), chair for yourself 

Location 

Kearny Mesa Park  
3170 Armstrong Street  
San Diego, CA 92111 

 

These are both stills from video taken at the September race practice. They are of Andrea and 

Mark Ashbaugh's awesome girl, Gale.  ~Stephanie minnella 
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Alfa Romeo may be available to a pet home.  

He is 11 months old, he is very pretty, and he has a 

wonderful outgoing temperament. 

 

 

Eva Engvall 
www.tangenshounds.com 

858-232-7692 
 

http://www.tangenshounds.com/
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Motel 6 - AKC 10% Discount Codes 

NOTICE TO ALL AKC DOG OWNERS  

Effective immediately, the following changes and improvements to the AKC 

Motel 6 discount program are to be noted: 

1. AKC Constituents can again receive 10% a discount at Studio 6 in addition 

to Motel 6. 

2. Reservations made on AKC’s Motel 6 landing page do not require discount 

codes. Use landing page www.akc.org/motel6 for automatic discount. (Clubs 

are asked to update web sites with this link.) 

3. All other reservations, including reservations by phone (855-M6-4DOGS) 

must include these codes in order to receive discount:  

CPM64DOG for Motel 6  

CPS64DOG for Studio 6 

OLD CODE (CP542764) IS NO LONGER IN EFFECT. 

 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsable.godaddy.com%2Fc%2F45414%3Fid%3D232321.1082.1.e9b8ecd2157bcab751b17eee908696b7&data=02%7C01%7Ceengvall%40sbpdiscovery.org%7C44715880bdbc42d9d2a708d61dd26694%7C0b162723004547deb0699f1a7aa955a1%7C0%7C0%7C636729186842188319&sdata=AyrYdx%2FycQCVNHyVhC1%2B4QYhtb3%2Bo2%2BAW18k0hDnMxc%3D&reserved=0
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Take the Lead 25th anniversary 

 

“Take the Lead was founded in 1993 as a not-for-profit foundation under Section 501 (c)3 of the 

Internal Revenue Code dedicated to provide direct services, support and care for those in the sport of 

dogs suffering from life-threatening or terminal illnesses.” 

 

Our own Sarah Balkam received help, when she was diagnosed with brain cancer in 2013.  The dog 

news magazine dedicated the 7 September issue to Take the Lead with many interesting stories. You 

can read the magazine on the web site www.dognews.com 

 

Please consider becoming a member of www.takethelead.org. 
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Member Web Sites 

• Best Friend's Pet Sitting Service  New Phone Number!  760-712-5153 

• Handmade Collars & Accessories by Debbey Bartos                                                                                            
New website!  http://whippetgoods.com/dogwear/COLLAR_GALLERY.html 

• Jerry A's Photography  (760) 846-0610  iaceyou1729@gmail.com 

• Maverick Ranch 

• Mischief Whippets 

• Nysa Hill Dog Resort - Conditioning, Training, Hydrotherapy & Massage 

• Oxford Whippets 

• Tangens Whippets 
• Prince's Pawtique " Special things for Dogs and their Humans"  Custom Embroidery & more!                 

Judith Cooper 619.742.4885  New website! princespawtique.com 

 

Links 

• Animal Behavior and how to cope with it: www.animalalliances.com 

• Canine Physical Therapy: www.cuttingedgek9.com 

• Dog Parks Throughout the Country: www.thedogpark.com/html/parksearch.html 

• EWhippetZine: http://www.ewhippetzine.com/ 

• Fancy Nancy's: http://www.fancynancys.com 

• How to Keep Your Dog Cool: http://clubs.akc.org/saints/Archives/cool_list.pdf 

• K9 Neckwear: www.olive-drab.com/k9neckwear/ 

• Karlie Bug's K9 Kollars: www.karliebugskloset.com 

• Little Wolf Doggy Day Spa & Resort: http://www.4dogfun.com 

• Pamper Your Pet: www.pamperyourpetsandiego.com 

• Pet CPR Information: members.aol.com/henryhbk/acpr.html 

• Pet Hotel & Campground Info: www.petswelcome.com  

• Pet sitters by zip code: http://www.petsittingreferralservice.com/PetSitters.html#92101-92120 

• Pet Travel Information: www.interpetexplorer.com 

• Racing Information: skeldridge.home.comcast.net/oberon/racing.html 

• Traveling with your Pet? www.TakeYourPet.com 

• Wheelhouse Designs: www.wheelhousedesigns.com 

• WhippetView: www.whippetview.com/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegowhippets.com/newsletter/images/BestFriendsPetSittingService.jpg
http://gallery.me.com/debbey#100016
http://whippetgoods.com/dogwear/COLLAR_GALLERY.html
mailto:iaceyou1729@gmail.com
http://maverickranch.net/
http://mischiefwhippets.com/
http://www.nysahill.net/
http://www.oxfordwhippets.com/
http://www.tangenshounds.com/
http://princespawtique.com/
http://www.animalalliances.com/
http://www.cuttingedgek9.com/
http://www.thedogpark.com/html/parksearch.html
http://www.ewhippetzine.com/
http://www.fancynancys.com/
http://clubs.akc.org/saints/Archives/cool_list.pdf
http://www.olive-drab.com/k9neckwear/
http://www.karliebugskloset.com/
http://www.4dogfun.com/
http://www.pamperyourpetsandiego.com/
http://members.aol.com/henryhbk/acpr.html
http://www.petswelcome.com/
http://www.petsittingreferralservice.com/PetSitters.html#92101-92120
http://www.interpetexplorer.com/
http://skeldridge.home.comcast.net/oberon/racing.html
http://www.wheelhousedesigns.com/
http://www.whippetview.com/index.html
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VSH – Sorrento Valley & San Marcos 
We take our dogs to VSH in Sorrento Valley for emergencies. They are just off the 
805 at Sorrento Valley Rd. The huge pluses of VSH are that they have almost every 
possible diagnostic tool in-house, as well as 24x7 staffing. So, if your dog is seriously 
ill, they could be admitted and stay in the same facility for treatment - you would not 
need to transport your dog back to your regular vet for business hours, then back to 
the ER for after hours and weekends. Their staff is very friendly, helpful, and 
compassionate. They may not be budget-friendly, but for us the peace of mind is 
worth it.  ~ Stephanie M. 
 
I wanted to add to Stephanie’s recommendation that VSH has a San Marcos location. 
I’ve used them and found them to have almost all the facilities/tools that the 
Sorrento Valley group has. ~ Nancy M. 
  

West Coast Animal Hospital – near Fiesta Island 
5267 Linda Vista Rd 
San Diego, Ca 92110 
westcoast.vet 
  
They are open 7 days a week. I have not been to them as I have been using my vet 
for the last 13 years but I do know them and know people that go to them and are 
very happy. They also have a 5 star rating. You may put this in or not but it is good to 
know there is a vet that close to Fiesta Island (where my dogs have been injured 
more than once from their silly antics not other dogs) that is open on Sundays. 
~ Barbara 
 

CoastView Veterinary Hospital – Dr. Kelly Pizzo 
 
When I’m unable to get in to my favorite vet at Governor Animal Clinic I have a new 
back up vet, Dr. Kelly Pizzo of CoastView Veterinary Hospital. Kelly is a personal 
friend of mine and I can vouch for her knowledge, integrity and sweet, sweet spirit 
with both animals and people. CoastView offers not only a full service animal 
hospital but mobile veterinary services as well and are reasonably priced. They are 
conveniently located in Clairemont and all 3 vets are Fear Free Certified.  
Coastviewvet.com  
 
~Debbey Bartos 
 

https://www.vshsd.com/
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Veterinary Recommendations 

If you have a great vet, please share! 

•  
PetDoc2U - serving North San Diego County 
Dr. Sue Spray, D.M.V., DACLAM 
(760) 753-9999 
www.petdoc2u.com 
Your whippet can be treated in their own home by Dr. Spray.  She comes to your home and treats kindly and 
gently. She has all kinds of cool, portable equipment, including an x-ray machine that looks like something 
from Star Trek which she used to take an x-ray of our dog's foot as he rested on his bed in the living room. 
Our cat had blood drawn which was analyzed immediately and she went over all the results and explained 
them to us. We were very pleased with Dr. Spray's thoroughness and would definitely recommend her, 
especially for nervous pets or multi-pet homes. Her prices are competitive too.  ~ Carla de Mos 
 

• American Dog Rehab 
Danielle Robbins, M.S., P.T. 
Certified Canine Rehabilitation Specialist  
10441 Roselle St., Ste. D  
San Diego, CA 92121  
www.AmericanDogRehab.com                                                                                                                               
Danielle is the best! Knowledgeable, caring and great with whippets! In the past, I had some problems 
keeping one of my whippets sound in higher level agility, she spent an hour and a half going over every inch 
of him to find and treat his problem(s) and gave us several exercises to help with his conditioning. Whenever 
we visit Danielle, we see many top level agility and obedience friends and competitors who also want to keep 
their dogs in the best of health. 

o Did you know there is an Animal Ambulance in San Diego County!? 
San Diego's companion animals can now get life-saving services usually reserved for people. Animal 
Ambulance has arrived in San Diego County to help transport pets in need of critical medical support. When a 
pet needs oxygen, fluids and first aid, Animal Ambulance can be counted on to provide these services, and 
transport an injured or ill pet to a veterinarian. Animal Ambulance can easily transport pets that are non-
ambulatory, severely injured or in respiratory distress directly and safely to the hospital. They also offer home 
euthanasia services.  Pet owners or Vets can call and book appointments, and the Ambulance service is also 
available for emergencies 24 hours a day! Disabled pet owners, those who own or work with service dogs, 
military personnel and senior citizens always receive a discount.  To learn more, log onto 
www.MyPet2Vet.com or call 760-738-6156. Information provided from San Diego Pets magazine 

• Country Pet Clinic 
Chamkaur S. Brar, D.V.M. 
2525 Alpine Boulevard 
Alpine, CA 91901  
Phone: (619) 445-9815 On call 24hours 

o Rachel and I have been taking our dogs to Dr. Brar since 1998 when we moved to the Alpine area 
and have been most satisfied with his care and concern. His home is adjacent to the clinic and he has 
made himself available day and night. He has a very caring staff that we have grown to consider as 
friends. He treats a number of whippets in addition to our “posse” plus other sight hounds in the area. 
We feel that you will receive the type of care that you desire for your animals. -- Henry and Rachel  

 

 

 

http://www.petdoc2u.com/
http://www.americandogrehab.com/
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• Governor Animal Clinic 
Dr. Kirk Feinberg 
3240 Governor Drive 
San Diego CA 92122 
Phone: (858) 453-6312 
http://www.governoranimalclinic.com/ 

o In over 20 years of owning dogs, Dr. Feinberg is by far the best vet we have encountered. A graduate 
of UC Davis, he uses both western medicine and naturopathic remedies to treat his animal patients. He 
has spayed both of our girls and is very aware of the special anesthesia requirements for whippets as 
well as all of the other aspects of the breed. He has been a guest speaker at one of our whippet club 
meetings on the topic of over vaccination and titer testing and he is always on top of the latest 
techniques and treatments. In addition, he has the greatest bedside manner. He's gentle and caring 
with our dogs and we never feel rushed or leave with unanswered questions. Governor Animal Clinic is 
a full service clinic, the office staff is great, and there's even a painting of whippets on one of the walls 
when you walk in. There are 3 other vets in the office, but if you want the best care for your whips... 
ask for Dr. Feinberg. -- Wayne and Debbey Bartos 

• Harmony Animal Hospital 
Dr Candy Lewis 
3994 Park Blvd (SW corner of Park & Lincoln) 
San Diego, CA 92103 
(619) 293-7600 

o Just want to add my 2¢ about Dr. Lewis & Harmony Animal Hosp. Dazzle gashed open her wrist at 
Fiesta Island. Our regular vet, Dr. Feinberg was not in so we took Brooke's recommendation and tried 
Harmony Animal Hosp. What a pleasant surprise. There was a greyhound in the waiting room which 
made Dazzle feel right at home. Dr. Lewis knew what she was doing and treated Dazzle so sweetly. 
They had to put her to sleep in order to clean the wound and close it, but thankfully no bones were 
broken, just a real deep tear down to the joint capsule. I really liked Dr. Lewis, she's very down to earth 
and to the point and definitely knows sighthounds. The cost didn't kill us either like it would have at the 
ER. It was a good experience and I'm glad to have a wonderful back-up now. -- Debbey Bartos 

o Dr Lewis has been fantastic through Cat's recovery. She's also the vet for the Greyhound rescue of SD 
so is very familiar with treating sight hounds. -- Brooke Carlson 

• Sunset Cliff Animal Hospital 
4862 Santa Monica Ave.. San Diego, CA 92107 
Phone: (619) 224-0773  
http://www.sunsetcliffsanimalhospital.com/ 

o "Our vet we had used for years sold his business and we wanted someone close to our house. I had 
heard lots of good things about them and scheduled appointments with a few vets and we were happy 
with them right off the bat. They are a husband wife team, Dr. Christy Berg who grew up in Bonita and 
her husband Dr. Edwardo Acosta, who grew up in Puerto Rico. They are a very special team that 
knows sighthounds and make you feel like you have the BEST dogs in the world. They are also 
sensitive to the rips and tears we get from running our many dogs at Fiesta Island and always manage 
to fit them in spur of the moment. Did it help that we told them we would make their house payment for 
them when we first met them? Who knows, at any rate, they take very good care of our dogs. When we 
had our last litter (C-section I might add), Dr. Berg was wonderful about coming to our house to check 
on them and give them their shots. They are also very in tune with behavioral issues, which we do 
have as a pack. We are very comfortable recommending them to any other whippet owners." -- Sonny 
and Barbara Wakefield; Sonara Whippets 

http://www.governoranimalclinic.com/
http://www.sunsetcliffsanimalhospital.com/
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