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Facebook page: 

 
https://www.facebook.com/sandiegowhippets?ref=br_tf#!/sandiegowhippets 
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President's Message:   
 

Dear Members of GSDCWA, 
 

I’d like to introduce each person on the Board of Directors while we have some 
time…   
 
Our Vice President Debbey Bartos has much Whippet experience to share and 
has been a part of this Club for many years.  We’re very fortunate. 
 

Deana Jaffe, President 
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Get to know Debbey Bartos, our new VP! 
 
I’m a native San Diegan and I’ve had whippets for 20 
years.   Previous to that, my late husband Wayne and I 
had dobermans.  After a biting incident and rehoming a 
dobe I began researching other breeds and I filled out one 
of those online pet matching quizzes and came up with 
whippets.   Wayne was disgusted and didn’t want a 
“skinny, wimpy dog” but after emailing with Jo Rufing, I 
was convinced I did.  We went to observe a whippet race 
practice one Sunday and after watching the whippets 
thunder by, Wayne became sold too.   So, our plan was to 
get a female whippet and wait another year and get a 
male doberman.   
 
I knew nothing about race bred vs. show bred but I 
wanted a black whippet; yea, yea I know, color is 
immaterial.  I contacted Merril Woolf who had black 
whippets on her website and she referred me to Kim 
Otero (Wheatland Whippets).  Kim had a litter but no 
black ones, but when we went to visit, I fell in love with a 
little blue brindle.  Dazzle came to live with us at 11 weeks 
old and I was smitten.  She absolutely was the sweetest 
girl ever.     
 
We got involved in racing and lure coursing after being 
mentored by Kim and soon Wayne forgot all about 
wanting a doberman.  Dazzle was a steady little racer and 
was pointed towards her field champion and what she 
lacked in speed she made up for in heart and longevity. 
 Well, you know the ol “just like potato chips, can’t have 
just one” thing, by now we both wanted another whippet. 
 So a year later we got our black whippet, Ocean from 
Merril Woolf (Kentfield Whippets)  Ocean was a wee little 
thing but raced like a rocket. She was the first whippet in 
the US to earn a British Rules Supreme Race Champion 
title which is a weight graded class.  She also still holds 
the all-time top Sprint Racer of Merit points in the 
country. She was speedy and fearless and didn’t care that 
she was half as big as the dogs she raced with.   A few 
years later we got our blue boy Rhythm from Kim. 
 Rhythm grew a bit too tall to course or straight race and 
although he did well on the oval track, he suffered a 
career ending knee injury.   Sadly, in 2016 we lost both 
Dazzle and Ocean to hemangiosarcoma.    
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Rhythm did okay when Ocean passed but when Daz 
went and he was left alone, he was unhappy.  Kim 
graciously lent us pretty little blue fawn Silk to keep 
Rhythm company and she is here to stay.  Both Silk and 
Rhythm are older now, 11 and almost 13 but both are 
still very active and enjoy daily long walks and playing 
with their toys and they adore each other.   Some day, I 
will get another puppy but for now I enjoy a quiet 
lifestyle after my husband’s passing in 2019.   
 
One thing this breed has brought to me is a home 
business.  Kim Otero was instrumental in teaching me 
about making martingale collars and I’ve since built a 
little business not only making collars but doing some 
hand painted whippety things, beaded dog jewelry and 
more recently making whippet motif masks.  I hope to 
retire from my regular job soon and just focus more on 
making things for whippets and their people. I enjoy 
beach camping and traveling, music and being with 
friends and my sister and my dogs.    
 
I’ve been a member of GSDWA since 2001 and have 
served as a board member and am currently still the 
program chair and membership coordinator and now 
Vice Pres.  I’m made some wonderful, lifelong friends 
through the whippet community.   Once things open up 
again, I look forward to organizing fun events for the 
club members and being a support in whatever we do as 
a breed club.  I hope you all will consider becoming 
more involved and coming out to meet new people, do 
fun things with your dogs and enjoy everything this club 
and our beautiful city has to offer.    
 

~ Debbey 
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For a Whippet Weekend at Hidden Valley Obedience Club’s 
beautiful grounds in Escondido on Memorial Day weekend! 

 
May 28 - 30, 2021 - Hidden Valley Obedience Club 

3 Clubs - 4 Specialties 
Friday, May 28 - GSDWA 

Saturday, May 29 - AWC Western 
Sunday, May 30 - SCWA (2 shows) 

 
More details to follow. 

 
Pam Magette 
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Greater San Diego County Whippet Association 

Board Meeting 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Format: Conference Call 
Date: January 13, 2021 

 
The General Membership Meeting of the GSDCWA was called to order at 7:05pm by President Deana Jaffe. 

Roll Call of Board of Directors: 

Board Members Present:  Jo Rufing, Pamela Magette, Debbey Bartos, Maile Soon, Scott Mazer, John Zolezzi, 

Andrea Ashbaugh 

Board Members Absent:  None 

Members in Attendance:  None 

Guests: Norm Rufing 

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes from the last meeting for 2020 were approved. Accepted by Pam, second by 

John. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The new balance is low based upon covid impact. No racing or specialty event contributing 

factor. The Treasurer’s Report amount missed. John and Norm planning a joint visit to the bank to transfer account 

to new treasurer. 

COMMITTEES: 

Membership: No new applications.  John to send out 2021 dues request to the members $25 for single-$30 for 

family. 

Discussion on pay pal account possible for set up, however mailing checks to John is current option until pay pal 

account set up. 

Rescue:  Jo Rufing shared a request for an emergency home for Mr. Feldheim who has covid. Short term help from 

Andrea. 

Suggest a request for volunteers from our club who would like to help out. Jo to set up the list. Discussion of 

adding a note in the newsletter.   

Jo shared concern of whippets being sold in the China meat markets. Currently 20 in rescue where WRAP is asking 

for coats for these whippets. More info available from Jo or the California Whippet Rescue volunteers to obtain the 

coats.  

Website/Newsletter/Facebook: Many words of praise and thanks to Christine for the nice award presentation in 

the awards newsletter. Andrea shared that it was really nice to keep this going.  

Web site update and report next meeting. Pam reported that the platform is under review to help make it more 
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user friendly. No design to present just yet, stay tuned. 

Correspondence:  Jo shared a thank you from Rancho Coastal for club donation of $250. RC also welcomed our club 

to the family for supporting the fund for “Animal Safe house”. 

Hospitality:  Jo shared sympathy cards set to Patti and Jerry for their unfortunate loss of Ruby. 

Cards sent to Kathy Jacobs as she grieves the loss of her husband David on Nov 28th.  

Our club mourns with John whose father passed in November and we also share sadness for Cecilia Hessler who 

lost her husband Bob. 

Programs:  None  

Specialty:  Pamela shares that the SCWA and AWC Western have asked for our club to JOIN in on a whippet 

weekend specialty at Hidden Valley, Escondido CA venue. The dates would be May 28, 29 and 30th. We have been 

offered the Friday day and have an opportunity to hold a 2021 specialty. The venue is $150, we will need obtain 

AKC approval and selected a judge and use a shared superintendant. Motion was made by Deb and second by Jo to 

move forward. 

Race Events: None scheduled-Covid  

Discussion to put it on the schedule (WRA) and report to membership via this platform if it is cancelled. Norm to 

coordinate.  

Miscellaneous:  None 

Old Business:  Tax board struggles with paperwork. John to call in and ask about our 5031 status. Follow up next 

meeting. 

New Business:  Request to call all on the board as Board Members. References as “members at large” not used 

going forward. 

Discussion regarding Board meetings and General meetings confirmed to be held 2nd Wed of each month at 7pm. 

4 board meetings, 4 general meetings currently planned. Program meetings are on hold due to covid restrictions. 

Next meeting General Membership Meeting will be held in March. 

Deana adjourned the GSDCWA Board at 8:16pm. 

 

 

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Kim Grant-Tucker Secretary 
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Dear Members, 
 
 

This past year we, here in Southern California, have witnessed 
dangerous brush fires that have threatened the homes of some of 
our members and they had to quickly evacuate with their dogs.  We 
have also had the Corona-19 virus attack members and it could 
have been necessary for them to find a place quickly so their dogs 
would be safe while the owner was in the hospital.  Fortunately, the 
members got over the virus and came home. However, as the virus 
continues to rage on other members may find themselves in need of 
help with their dogs. 
 

At the last Board of Director’s meeting, it was suggested that we 
begin a list of members who would be able take one or two dogs into 
their homes on a short-term basis if any other members have an 
emergency and need to place their dogs.  
 

In discussing these issues, it came to our attention that we could 
perhaps help with these emergency problems by making and 
keeping updated a list of members willing to take one or two of these 
dogs into their homes short-term. 
 

I would be willing to take the names, telephone numbers and 
pertinent information necessary of those members willing to open 
their home.  Of course, all of the dogs would need to be up-to-date 
on their vaccinations and be socially adaptable to being with other 
Whippets.   
 
This is just the beginning of creating the list and I would hope that 
you, as members of GSDCWA, would consider helping out your 
fellow members.  I can be reached via email or at 619-755-7330 to 
discuss your availability and what you can offer.   
 
At this time, we will be keeping this reference list within our 
membership, but in the future, we may be able to work with other 
Whippet clubs to extend this very critical service. 
 

Jo Rufing, Board Member/Rescue Coordinator 
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Study Evaluates Modified TPLO Surgical Procedure By Barbara Fawver Manager of Pet 

Influential Communications, Purina  

New Technique May Help Dogs Return to Normal Sooner   

The debilitating pain and lameness associated with cranial cruciate ligament (CCL) rupture in dogs, particularly in 

large breeds, have pushed research of this disease, the most common orthopedic problem seen by veterinarians, 

to the front line. Sixty percent of parent clubs report CCL disease as a health concern in their breeds. 

Befittingly, the AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF) has funded several studies over the past 10 years aimed at 

learning more about diagnosing, preventing and managing CCL disease. A study (Grant 02682-A) underway at 

Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine is investigating whether a modified approach to the tibial 

plateau leveling osteotomy (TPLO) procedure allows dogs to recover sooner than the traditional surgical method. 

TPLO surgery is a technique used to stabilize the stifle, or knee joint, following CCL rupture and to prevent 

compromised movement and painful arthritis.  

Lead investigator Dominique Sawyere, BVSc, MS, DACVS-SA, Clinical Assistant Professor of Small Animal Surgery, 

explains, “The traditional approach to TPLO involves making a cut through the medial fascia, connective tissue that 

attaches three important muscles to the tibia, or shinbone -- the caudal belly of the sartorius, which is important 

for flexing the hip and knee joints; the gracilis, found on the inner surface of the thigh that is key to a dog’s 

locomotion; and the semitendinosus, one of three hamstring muscles at the back of the thigh.”  

Alternatively, the modified TPLO approach does not involve cutting the medial fascia – or the muscles attached to 

the tibia. “We hope that the preservation of the attachment for these muscles will allow faster and more complete 

recovery from surgery,” Dr. Sawyere says. “We know that when tendons are cut in dogs, as in humans, they never 

heal back completely. Dogs typically regain 50 to 80 percent of their original strength at one year following 

reconstruction.”  

The comparative study involves randomly assigning dogs with unilateral CCL rupture to undergo traditional or 

modified surgery. Eligible dogs must be over 1 year of age and weigh between 30 and 100 pounds. To assess dogs’ 

return to normal weight-bearing and resolution of lameness, the study team walks dogs across a pressure-sensor 

walkway before surgery and throughout recovery to determine how much pressure they put on each limb.  

 

Meanwhile, owners are queried about how comfortable their dogs are at home and asked to look for signs 

indicating lameness is improving, such as increasing thigh muscle circumference, reflecting greater leg use, and 

better joint range of motion.  

“If we confirm the modified approach allows for earlier weight-bearing over the traditional approach, this will 

mean dogs undergoing a modified approach will have a faster recovery from TPLO surgery and potentially earlier 

return to normal activity,” says Dr. Sawyere. “The results from this study may change how TPLO surgery is 

performed and provide patients with improved short- and long-term outcomes.”  
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Support for CHF-funded musculoskeletal disease research comes from many breed clubs, including the Golden 

Retriever Foundation®, Labrador Retriever Club, Inc., Samoyed Club of America Education & Research Foundation, 

and the Newfoundland Club of America Charitable Trust. Some of the clubs are using their Donor Advised Funds, 

which include Purina Parent Club Partnership funding, to help fund the study of diseases like CCL rupture. 

 In other CCL research, a genome-wide association study (Grant 02624) is focusing on estimating the heritability of 

cruciate ligament rupture in Labrador Retrievers, a breed in which 5.79 percent of dogs are aected.1 Peter Muir, 

BVSc, DACVS, DECVS, professor of small animal orthopedics at the University of WisconsinMadison, notes in the 

study abstract that CCL disease is a moderately heritable, complex disease with genetic and environmental risks.  

Among the advances from earlier CCL studies funded by the AKC Canine Health Foundation are the development of a 

conformation score to determine risk for CCL disease in dogs, a 3-D computer model to evaluate the biomechanics 

of surgical procedures, and regenerative medicine as an alternative therapy. Helping dogs heal sooner and return to 

a normal lifestyle – free of pain – is the desired outcome of these research eorts. 1. Witsberger TH, Villamil JA, 

Schultz LG, et al. Prevalence of and Risk Factors for Hip Dysplasia and Cranial Cruciate Ligament Deficiency in Dogs. 

Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association. 2008(June 15);232(12):1818-1824. 
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Hope for Treating Skin Allergies in Dogs By Sharon Albright, DVM, CCRT Manager of 

Communications & Veterinary Outreach, AKC Canine Health Foundation  

 

Skin allergies in dogs, officially known as atopic dermatitis or atopy, are a common and frustrating problem. Intense 

itching, scratching, rubbing, and skin redness or thickening result from an overreaction by the immune system in 

response to otherwise harmless environmental substances such as dust mites, plant pollen, or mold spores. The ideal 

treatment is to avoid the offending allergens. However, since this is often not possible, additional treatments such as 

medicated baths, antihistamines, steroids, and/or immunosuppressive drugs to combat the itch are usually needed. 

Immunotherapy (allergy injections) is also available and is based on the premise that providing constant, low level 

exposure to allergens will decrease the body’s response when they are encountered in the environment. 

Recurrent skin and ear infections are common in dogs with atopic dermatitis and are believed to be related to 

abnormal skin defense mechanisms. Antibiotics may be needed to treat these secondary infections. However, 

bacterial resistance has become a real threat in dogs and humans worldwide. Therefore, the AKC Canine Health 

Foundation (CHF) and its donors have invested almost $1.5 million in research to better understand these altered 

defense mechanisms in the skin of atopic dogs. Results will provide critical information to more accurately diagnosis 

atopy, monitor response to treatment, and enhance skin defense mechanisms thereby reducing the need for anti- 

biotic therapy.  

CHF-funded investigators from the University of Florida recently published their findings in Comparative Immunology, 

Microbiology and Infectious Diseases.1 They found defective secretion and increased adhesion of antimicrobial 

proteins by atopic skin cells. This could explain why this defense mechanism is ineffctive in dogs with atopy. Ongoing 

studies are exploring additional skin defense mechanisms such as how signaling proteins interact with bacteria, which 

genes are activated in skin cells and invading bacteria in the early stages of atopy, and how changes in the lipid or fat 

composition of the skin influence inflammation. To combat antibiotic resistance, investigators are studying a novel 

treatment strategy involving the use of naturally occurring viruses to infect and kill bacteria.  

Results from this research may lead to treatments that boost skin defense mechanisms and decrease the need for 

antibiotic therapy in dogs with atopic dermatitis. Since atopic dermatitis in humans has many of the same 

characteristics as canine atopy, the knowledge gained will help both dogs and people affected by this common 

disease.  

 

CHF and its donors remain committed to developing these new strategies to improve quality of life for atopic dogs 

and their owners and to decrease the risk of antibiotic resistance 

 

Learn more about our dermatology and allergic disease research at akcchf.org/dermatologyRPA.  

1. Santoro D, Archer L, Kelley K. (2019) A defective release of host defense peptides is present in canine atopic skin. 

Comp Immunol Microbiol Infect Dis. 65:65-69. 
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 (DOT) announced final revisions to its Air Carrier Access Act (ACAA) regulations that concern the transportation of 
service animals.  The new finalized rules, which will be effective in January, are intended to ensure that America's 
air transportation system is safe for the travelling public and accessible to individuals with disabilities, and address 
concerns raised by individuals with disabilities, airlines, flight attendants, airports, other aviation transportation 
stakeholders, and other members of the public, regarding service animals on aircraft. 

Click here to read the final rule in its entirety.     
The final rule defines a service animal as a dog, regardless of breed or type, that is individually trained to do work or 
perform tasks for the benefit of a qualified individual with a disability, including a physical, sensory, psychiatric, 
intellectual, or other mental disability.  This change in definition significantly aligns DOT's definition of "service 
animal" with the definition that the Department of Justice uses under the federal Americans with Disabilities Act.  
The changes also clarify that emotional support animals (ESAs), comfort animals, companionship animals, animals 
being trained to be service animals, and species other than dogs are not considered to be "service animals" under 
the new DOT definition.  Instead, airlines may recognize and accommodate emotional support animals as pets.  
Many commenters, including airline industry stakeholder groups, disability rights advocacy organizations, and 

animal interest groups, including the American Kennel Club (AKC), cited safety concerns with the previous 
recognition of ESAs as service animals, including the growing trend of individuals misrepresenting their pets as 
service animals and the number of online mental health professionals willing to provide pet owners with emotional 
support animal and psychiatric service animal documentation in exchange for a fee.  
The DOT rules also continue to prohibit airlines from refusing to transport a service animal solely based on breed.  
Airlines may continue to assess each animal individually to determine whether it poses a direct threat to the health 
or safety of others.    

In keeping with our policy on the Misuse of Service Dogs, the AKC submitted comment in April 2020 that 
expressed support for the proposed definition of "service animal" and reiterated strong support for public 
accommodation that allows individuals with disabilities to use service dogs without regard to the dog's size, 
phenotype, or breed.  Likewise, our comments condemned actions that fraudulently misrepresent a dog as a service 
animal when it is not, or attempt to benefit from a dog's service dog status when the individual using the dog is not a 
person with a disability. 

Click here to read AKC's April 2020 comments to DOT.   
AKC's Government Relations Department (AKC GR) has begun analyzing the extensive provisions and DOT-
supplied discussion and justifications of the newly-finalized rule, and will provide detailed information to stakeholders 
once that analysis has been completed.  
For more information, contact AKC GR at doglaw@akc.org.  
  

This alert was originally sent by AKC to individuals potentially impacted by this information. Clicking the unsubscribe button below 
will unsubscribe the original recipient to all AKC GR alerts. If this message was forwarded to you and you no longer wish to receive 

such messages, please contact the individual who forwarded this to you.  

 

 

 

  

AKC Rally® Novice Virtual Pilot Program 

Pilot extended until Midnight, December 31, 2021 

 

Once the required information is received, and the dog’s records are verified for class eligibility, the video 

link will be assigned to a judge for review. The judge will score the team’s performance and will provide a 

report to AKC.  All qualifying scores will be recorded on the dog’s AKC record and applied toward the Rally 

Novice title requirements. AKC will notify exhibitors of the results of their submission. 

This pilot program will end at midnight December 31, 2020 and all video submissions must be received by 

that date and time. We are excited to offer this virtual option to our Rally Novice exhibitors! 

If you have questions after reviewing the information, please write to Rally@akc.org. 

Sincerely, 

AKC Companion Events Team 

 

During this time of necessary social distancing, we 
want to give our beginner AKC Rally® exhibitors a 
reason to continue training their dogs and to stay 
engaged with the sport of Rally. The AKC Rally 
Novice Virtual pilot program will provide these 
exhibitors an opportunity to stay-at-home and enter 
an AKC Rally® event. 

The pilot program is designed to have a Rally Novice 
competitor set up a pre-designed AKC Rally® course 
in the safety of their own yard, record the 
performance and submit it to AKC. In turn, AKC will 
assign a pre-selected AKC Rally Judge to virtually 
review and score the team’s Rally performance.  

AKC will have five pre-designed official rally courses 
published on the AKC website for the exhibitor to 
choose from. The exhibitor will follow the setup 
instructions provided, video the performance, upload 
the video to YouTube, set the required YouTube 
viewing options, and submit the video link with the 
entry form and fee to AKC. 

 

 

https://cqrcengage.com/akc/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxJrB7Yf0rRoUoFViEVKEwv0aXk-XpHUGSJSvlovvDtE3HQszkuUYBWcD7KN7uHX-fnw87gmx7AgSNj43MRzBmKEM0TkV-_dxuv-o5c0-6s_v8rKCOFza4TeVXMZWyPvJqTk-RdUMCubSEGnKEL2wsCCkJxfi2nYMhp_jfEj3lxVmPzwk0dFE3XMmcN3pObLjaIDot765kbFcjdyvPLUpKQvQz320qv6gGwHil1M0Ho9k&lp=0
https://cqrcengage.com/akc/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxacc9-zgGGdWYyx-NPNvPt3ZA83Qt4tolWBE7hn25xnrfAcUWcSvIr5g99H6_MWIRfnZQ4_DtRdl12VTsOsdncTFTOFrVa2X4Pl6hNat1ehhFXS012GkpZoJWg24FP_YcSVzzIp4hkK_He4yEW-V9UJczT86YCNT-PCXNfkCTG53DUawp6xynSbq2mapDhH3KcN0p3W5xTElB3QxOHI1eAwoYXhQJEZ7UGXw0lA5-DeJavox-lB0o5SKLttmvqa7J&lp=0
https://cqrcengage.com/akc/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxIvol_CbUfS0I1g-HhMwV_xhZEfPvoEsT7MpZ24kAXv1PZYkqeMC0YChGWigKKlnLpD2ACiOlembCHfzPY_TE41kN5z9NFzHce0YKrK7V05qlcUWTaXHKIgGroXJ387lFl_rwAfrkZt2aa_xM3O8miWr4qZz-q8BIyvLW9wdyFDhxAVJBJxQVU_SNaKulTxu83zkb9soHF1rOiRfDvNziOg&lp=0
https://cqrcengage.com/akc/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxMPKj2svgpRUMxbDPDRRQx3bzvUZxnujPNtSUiHweJoUiy7RVPZ9wAB-4rUhqBUWRGYJq2yn8Yqa7g9xk3cdU5_WK577VORYCy0NefJUUU2HFkdKMeJbEWKDGyTjbF4hFnSJP1wRR85QijXKPtJf-L_seb1eLmUn5m73qWt5poPDCAc-w2CAfAC9xwvOfh1qVotCeL6PGFvbq4kjcAERbNWbtHREWfsjO1RSEVqDz90j_Jr43q-_zlIOmTpvMomx1PxTC4moHKk5En0Z1sGkQHg&lp=0
mailto:doglaw@akc.org
mailto:Rally@akc.org
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In case you’re 

working on those 

Virtual Rally Titles 

from home… a very 

good idea for sign 

holders. 

 

Plus, you’ve now got 

until the end of 

2021!  No excuses! 
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The Race Practice dates are scheduled and the first one will be the 3rd Sunday in 

February. We schedule this date early because the next weekend is Meet-the-

Breeds at the Silver Bay Kennel Club Dog Show at the San Diego Fairgrounds in Del 

Mar.   

GSDCWA Race Practice 
All Sighthounds Welcome! 
 
Time 
Most practices are on the 4th Sunday of the month from 8:00am to 10:30am.  2020 
Dates:  Mar. 22, Apr. 26, May 24, Jun. 21, Jul. 26, Aug. 23, Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Nov. 22.  
Practice goes for the length of time it takes to give the dog(s) 3 runs each (our park 
contract only allows us to stay until 11am).  Please be on time or we won't be able to give 
your dog all its runs! 
 
Cost 
$5/3 runs per dog for GSDCWA members 
$7/3runs per dog for non-GSDCWA members 
 
What to Bring 
a crate for each dog 
snug fitting collar on each dog that they can't back out of 
2 leashes (1 for releasing and 1 for the catcher) 
water and bowl for dog(s) 
chair for yourself 
 
Contact:  racepractice@sandiegowhippets.com 
 
Location 
Kearny Mesa Park 
3170 Armstrong Street 
San Diego, CA 92111 
 
Please park in the front parking lot next to the Park & Rec building, which is on the right 
as you enter the park. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

mailto:racepractice@sandiegowhippets.com
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Member Web Sites 

• Best Friend's Pet Sitting Service  New Phone Number!  760-712-5153 

• Martingale Collars & Whippet Accessories by Debbey Bartos                                                                                            
New website:  www.whippetgoods.com 

• Jerry A's Photography  (760) 846-0610  iaceyou1729@gmail.com 

• Maverick Ranch 

• Mischief Whippets 

• Nysa Hill Dog Resort - Conditioning, Training, Hydrotherapy & Massage 

• Oxford Whippets 

• Tangens Whippets 
• Prince's Pawtique " Special things for Dogs and their Humans"  Custom Embroidery & more!                 

Judith Cooper 619.742.4885  New website! princespawtique.com 

 

Links 

• Animal Behavior and how to cope with it: www.animalalliances.com 

• Canine Physical Therapy: www.cuttingedgek9.com 

• Dog Parks Throughout the Country: www.thedogpark.com/html/parksearch.html 

• EWhippetZine: http://www.ewhippetzine.com/ 

• Fancy Nancy's: http://www.fancynancys.com 

• How to Keep Your Dog Cool: http://clubs.akc.org/saints/Archives/cool_list.pdf 

• K9 Neckwear: www.olive-drab.com/k9neckwear/ 

• Karlie Bug's K9 Kollars: www.karliebugskloset.com 

• Little Wolf Doggy Day Spa & Resort: http://www.4dogfun.com 

• Pamper Your Pet: www.pamperyourpetsandiego.com 

• Pet CPR Information: members.aol.com/henryhbk/acpr.html 

• Pet Hotel & Campground Info: www.petswelcome.com  

• Pet sitters by zip code: http://www.petsittingreferralservice.com/PetSitters.html#92101-92120 

• Pet Travel Information: www.interpetexplorer.com 

• Racing Information: skeldridge.home.comcast.net/oberon/racing.html 

• Traveling with your Pet? www.TakeYourPet.com 

• Wheelhouse Designs: www.wheelhousedesigns.com 
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  VSH – Sorrento Valley & San Marcos 
We take our dogs to VSH in Sorrento Valley for emergencies. They are just off the 
805 at Sorrento Valley Rd. The huge pluses of VSH are that they have almost every 
possible diagnostic tool in-house, as well as 24x7 staffing. So, if your dog is seriously 
ill, they could be admitted and stay in the same facility for treatment - you would not 
need to transport your dog back to your regular vet for business hours, then back to 
the ER for after hours and weekends. Their staff is very friendly, helpful, and 
compassionate. They may not be budget-friendly, but for us the peace of mind is 
worth it.  ~ Stephanie M. 
 
I wanted to add to Stephanie’s recommendation that VSH has a San Marcos location. 
I’ve used them and found them to have almost all the facilities/tools that the 
Sorrento Valley group has. ~ Nancy M. 
  

West Coast Animal Hospital – near Fiesta Island 
5267 Linda Vista Rd 
San Diego, Ca 92110 
westcoast.vet 
  
They are open 7 days a week. I have not been to them as I have been using my vet 
for the last 13 years but I do know them and know people that go to them and are 
very happy. They also have a 5 star rating. You may put this in or not but it is good to 
know there is a vet that close to Fiesta Island (where my dogs have been injured 
more than once from their silly antics not other dogs) that is open on Sundays. 
~ Barbara 
 

CoastView Veterinary Hospital – Dr. Kelly Pizzo 
 
When I’m unable to get in to my favorite vet at Governor Animal Clinic I have a new 
back up vet, Dr. Kelly Pizzo of CoastView Veterinary Hospital. Kelly is a personal 
friend of mine and I can vouch for her knowledge, integrity and sweet, sweet spirit 
with both animals and people. CoastView offers not only a full service animal 
hospital but mobile veterinary services as well and are reasonably priced. They are 
conveniently located in Clairemont and all 3 vets are Fear Free Certified.  
Coastviewvet.com  
 
~Debbey Bartos 
 

https://www.vshsd.com/
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  Veterinary Recommendations 

If you have a great vet, please share! 

• Mohnacky Animal Hospital Carlsbad - Small Animal Reproductive Services  
Dr. Samantha Souther, DVM, DACT  
www.mohnackycarlsbad.com 
 

•   PetDoc2U - serving North San Diego County 
Dr. Sue Spray, D.M.V., DACLAM 
(760) 753-9999 
www.petdoc2u.com 
Your whippet can be treated in their own home by Dr. Spray.  She comes to your home and treats kindly and 
gently. She has all kinds of cool, portable equipment, including an x-ray machine that looks like something 
from Star Trek which she used to take an x-ray of our dog's foot as he rested on his bed in the living room. 
Our cat had blood drawn which was analyzed immediately and she went over all the results and explained 
them to us. We were very pleased with Dr. Spray's thoroughness and would definitely recommend her, 
especially for nervous pets or multi-pet homes. Her prices are competitive too.  ~ Carla de Mos 
 
 

• American Dog Rehab 
Danielle Robbins, M.S., P.T. 
Certified Canine Rehabilitation Specialist  
10441 Roselle St., Ste. D  
San Diego, CA 92121  
www.AmericanDogRehab.com                                                                                                                               
Danielle is the best! Knowledgeable, caring and great with whippets! In the past, I had some problems 
keeping one of my whippets sound in higher level agility, she spent an hour and a half going over every inch 
of him to find and treat his problem(s) and gave us several exercises to help with his conditioning. Whenever 
we visit Danielle, we see many top level agility and obedience friends and competitors who also want to keep 
their dogs in the best of health. 
 
 

• Did you know there is an Animal Ambulance in San Diego County!? 
San Diego's companion animals can now get life-saving services usually reserved for people. Animal 
Ambulance has arrived in San Diego County to help transport pets in need of critical medical support. When a 
pet needs oxygen, fluids and first aid, Animal Ambulance can be counted on to provide these services, and 
transport an injured or ill pet to a veterinarian. Animal Ambulance can easily transport pets that are non-
ambulatory, severely injured or in respiratory distress directly and safely to the hospital. They also offer home 
euthanasia services.  Pet owners or Vets can call and book appointments, and the Ambulance service is also 
available for emergencies 24 hours a day! Disabled pet owners, those who own or work with service dogs, 
military personnel and senior citizens always receive a discount.  To learn more, log onto www.MyPet2Vet.com 
or call 760-738-6156. Information provided from San Diego Pets magazine 

• Country Pet Clinic 
Chamkaur S. Brar, D.V.M. 
2525 Alpine Boulevard 
Alpine, CA 91901  
Phone: (619) 445-9815 On call 24hours 

o Rachel and I have been taking our dogs to Dr. Brar since 1998 when we moved to the Alpine area 
and have been most satisfied with his care and concern. His home is adjacent to the clinic and he has 
made himself available day and night. He has a very caring staff that we have grown to consider as 
friends. He treats a number of whippets in addition to our “posse” plus other sight hounds in the area. 
We feel that you will receive the type of care that you desire for your animals. -- Henry and Rachel  

 

http://www.mohnackycarlsbad.com/
http://www.petdoc2u.com/
http://www.americandogrehab.com/
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• Governor Animal Clinic 
Dr. Kirk Feinberg 
3240 Governor Drive 
San Diego CA 92122 
Phone: (858) 453-6312 
http://www.governoranimalclinic.com/ 

o In over 20 years of owning dogs, Dr. Feinberg is by far the best vet we have encountered. A graduate 
of UC Davis, he uses both western medicine and naturopathic remedies to treat his animal patients. He 
has spayed both of our girls and is very aware of the special anesthesia requirements for whippets as 
well as all of the other aspects of the breed. He has been a guest speaker at one of our whippet club 
meetings on the topic of over vaccination and titer testing and he is always on top of the latest 
techniques and treatments. In addition, he has the greatest bedside manner. He's gentle and caring 
with our dogs and we never feel rushed or leave with unanswered questions. Governor Animal Clinic is 
a full- service clinic, the office staff is great, and there's even a painting of whippets on one of the walls 
when you walk in. There are 3 other vets in the office, but if you want the best care for your whips... 
ask for Dr. Feinberg. -- Wayne and Debbey Bartos 

• Harmony Animal Hospital 
Dr Candy Lewis 
3994 Park Blvd (SW corner of Park & Lincoln) 
San Diego, CA 92103 
(619) 293-7600 

o Just want to add my 2¢ about Dr. Lewis & Harmony Animal Hosp. Dazzle gashed open her wrist at 
Fiesta Island. Our regular vet, Dr. Feinberg was not in so we took Brooke's recommendation and tried 
Harmony Animal Hosp. What a pleasant surprise. There was a greyhound in the waiting room which 
made Dazzle feel right at home. Dr. Lewis knew what she was doing and treated Dazzle so sweetly. 
They had to put her to sleep in order to clean the wound and close it, but thankfully no bones were 
broken, just a real deep tear down to the joint capsule. I really liked Dr. Lewis, she's very down to earth 
and to the point and definitely knows sighthounds. The cost didn't kill us either like it would have at the 
ER. It was a good experience and I'm glad to have a wonderful back-up now. -- Debbey Bartos 

o Dr Lewis has been fantastic through Cat's recovery. She's also the vet for the Greyhound rescue of SD 
so is very familiar with treating sight hounds. -- Brooke Carlson 

• Sunset Cliff Animal Hospital 
4862 Santa Monica Ave. San Diego, CA 92107 
Phone: (619) 224-0773  
http://www.sunsetcliffsanimalhospital.com/ 

o "Our vet we had used for years sold his business and we wanted someone close to our house. I had 
heard lots of good things about them and scheduled appointments with a few vets and we were happy 
with them right off the bat. They are a husband wife team, Dr. Christy Berg who grew up in Bonita and 
her husband Dr. Edwardo Acosta, who grew up in Puerto Rico. They are a very special team that 
knows sighthounds and make you feel like you have the BEST dogs in the world. They are also 
sensitive to the rips and tears we get from running our many dogs at Fiesta Island and always manage 
to fit them in spur of the moment. Did it help that we told them we would make their house payment for 
them when we first met them? Who knows, at any rate, they take very good care of our dogs. When we 
had our last litter (C-section I might add), Dr. Berg was wonderful about coming to our house to check 
on them and give them their shots. They are also very in tune with behavioral issues, which we do 
have as a pack. We are very comfortable recommending them to any other whippet owners." -- Sonny 
and Barbara Wakefield; Sonara Whippets 

http://www.governoranimalclinic.com/
http://www.sunsetcliffsanimalhospital.com/
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